Rizal day commemorated
By Sir Ramon Jun Zerrudo, KOR
MISSISSAUGA–Amid ongoing controversies involving the appointed regional leadership in Canada, the Knights of Rizal together with the Canadian Ladies Auxiliary for Rizal remained true to their pledge of keeping the legacy of the Philippines’ national hero Dr. Jose P. Rizal by commemorating the 110th anniversary of his martyrdom at the Kalayaan Community Center at Orbitor Street.

It was on this day in 1896 that Rizal was publicly executed by the Spanish authorities on charges of rebellion against the colonial power that has ruled the Philippines for about three hundred years. In June 12, 1898 - two years after Rizal’s death - the country declared its independence in a ceremony led by Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo in Kawit, province of Cavite.

In 1911 the “Orden de Caballeros de Rizal” was born for the purpose of keeping his memory alive and of inspiring Filipinos of his example as a true Filipino. For this reason Rizal has been dubbed the “First Filipino” by historian Leon Ma. Guerrero. Historically, the word “Filipino” referred to Spaniards who were born in the Philippines. The natives were not called Filipinos but “Indios” or natives.

In 1951 the fraternal organization was chartered (incorporated) as “Knights of Rizal” by an act of Congress known as Republic Act 646. It has since grown worldwide with thousands of multi-racial members spread over various continents. 

The wreath laying ceremony was the second for the day in the Greater Toronto Area. Earlier, another group of Knights and Ladies also laid wreaths at the Rizal bust at Earl Bales Park in Toronto. The duplication of the ceremony is indicative of a divided organization which has beleaguered the brotherhood since the split into two Supreme Councils in Manila in 2002. The much-celebrated “peace and unity” summit of 2005 - rather than bring all the warring factions together - only caused fragmentation within the Order in various places including Canada and Europe. 

Some members of the Canada Regional Council staff, a Consultant to the Supreme Commander and a Chapter Commander are charged by the Scarborough Chapter with various anomalies, irregularities and abuse of power and privileges. The cases are being brought to the Supreme Council and will be pursued in a Tribunal. The Scarborough Chapter is supported by other chapters as well as by the Knights of Rizal Reform Movement which boasts of adherents in the Philippines, Canada and Europe.

The ceremonies were quickly followed by a New Year’s party replete with the usual festive food, music, Christmas carols and dancing. Lady Felisa Baby Pulumbarit and the Canadian Ladies Auxiliary for Rizal (CLARIZ) organized the event. Various speakers including Lady Ching Quejas, Sir Dr. Romy Sinajon, Sir Fran Pulumbarit and Sir Lapulapu Cana shared thoughts and information about Rizal, his life and works. Sir Alexcs Trinidad led in the official “Panunumpa” or pledge of allegiance and Sir Vir Amante led in the “Panalangin” or ceremonial prayer. (For more information about the Knights of Rizal, the public is invited to visit its website: www.rizalcanada.org) PRESS RELEASE
