United People’s Party of Canada
Dua commends Wajid Khan

Partap Dua, leader of the United Peoples Party of Canada and Mayoral candidate for Markham, has lashed out at those criticizing Wajid Khan for leaving the Liberals. Mr Dua stated that Wajid Khan seems to be the only ethnic politician, who actually showed some courage in the Liberal leadership race by standing firm with the pro-immigrant Joe Volpe when most ethnic MPs had chosen to side with safer candidates like Ignatieff, Rae and Kennedy. Was Joe Volpe’s leadership campaign scandal morally worse than Liberal Party’s embezzlement of around $300M for the benefit of their friends and cronies in Quebec? Watching party conventions on TV just mesmerizes our people, and they lose sense of perspective. There is not much difference among political parties. Historically, Liberals have harmed immigrants more than the Conservatives. Mackenzie King and Wilfred Laurier, the famous Liberal Prime Ministers, who governed Canada for 40 years, were openly ‘pro-whites’ and against non-white immigration to Canada. Mackenzie King worked hard to keep Canada as a ‘pure white nation’ by levying punitive head tax of $200 on Asian and East Indian immigrants, compared to $25 for white immigrants. Liberal immigration ministers like Sergio Marchi (1994-96), Lucienne Robillard (1996-99) and Elinor Caplan (1999-2002) had disliking for immigrants and passed harsh immigration laws. Even the post 9/11 laws (37th Parliament Bill C6, C11, C36, C250, etc), passed by Liberals were aimed at enslaving the minorities in Canada. The Liberals have always rewarded bureaucrats who caused maximum damage to visible minorities. In fact, the Conservative Governments gave more to immigrants and minorities.

John Diefenbaker, the conservative Prime Minister of Canada from 1957 to 1963 was the first to legislate equality among all Canadian Citizens, irrespective of one’s origin. Pierre Trudeau, the only open Liberal PM, had missed out on charter rights in his first two terms as PM (1968-1979) and gathered the guts to introduce the Charter of Rights only during his third term in 1982(imagine if he had not been re-elected as Prime Minister in 1980). Except for hard-core elements of Conservative Party, the party has scored well over Liberals with respect to minorities and immigrants.

It is sad that most of our immigrants are oblivious to evolution of immigrants in Canada. They keep harping on their defunct nationalistic egos about their home countries that trampled human rights with impunity for so  long. Mr Dua said that he does not favor any particular party and has only drawn a relative comparison, because no mainstream party ever thinks about minority interests. Mr Dua was appalled at the response of an ethnic MP when he was asked as to what has he done for minorities/immigrants in his last two terms. The MP replied that he is elected to represent the constituents of riding, not the minorities/immigrants. Who will speak for visible minorities when minority MPs themselves are so timid? Mr Dua said that all Canadians must wake up to the reality of exclusion in Canada because a nation suffers by excluding people. We all must remember that whenever anyone challenged inequality in Canada, even the Supreme Court of Canada never sided with the immigrants/minorities. Hence we must change political landscape of Canada by intelligent political participation rather than acting as mere stooges/followers of Liberals, Conservatives and NDP. The governments are passing law after law and we are sleeping. Canada has introduced requirement of full security clearance every time a landed immigrant applies for renewal of PR card after 5 years, which could be extended to naturalized citizenship as well. It would be especially hard for most Muslims to even get citizenship in Canada. Yet we all treat it with indifference because we have yet not suffered. Remember that many of those harmed were not even Muslims; e.g. Ganesh Sharrma, Akhil Sachdeva and Surjit Babra harassed by American authorities were non-Muslims? Will people only wake up when they will be handcuffed/detained because their names might land up on no-fly lists of Americans, which has already crossed 500,000 mark?

There are almost 10-12 different organizations maintaining their own lists  in the US and Canada. No one will be there to speak for you if you keep electing people who don’t have the guts to speak for you. We all know the worth of our MPs; hence we should not criticize Wajid Khan alone. Mr Dua criticized Wajid Khan, for going into hiding and not demanding a fair trial for the 17 Muslim youth arrested under Canada’s terrorist act. Mr Dua said when the whole world has woken up to the realities of American hegemony, why are ethnics in Canada still sleeping? Mr Dua asked people to get out and vote for the person who they think will courageously defend their rights in Parliament, irrespective of party affiliation. Sadly only 10% of our people vote in elections, hence we cannot make a difference despite our huge population.We let others decide for us. Mr Dua asked people to remember that great PQ politicians like Rene Leveque and Lucien Bouchard had defected from Liberal and PC Party respectively. Let us see if Wajid Khan can do anything good for us, or will he also be another ethnic MP cooling off in Canada’s Parliament.
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