Winnipeg community leader 
given presidential award
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo honoured a Winnipeg community leader, Dr. Romulo Magsino, with a 2006 presidential award for Filipino individuals and organizations overseas during the Awarding Ceremony and Testimonial Dinner held at the Malacanan Palace in Manila on December 7, 2006. 
The Pamana ng Pilipino Award, which Dr. Magsino received, is conferred on overseas Filipinos, who, in exemplifying the talent and industry of the Filipino people, have brought the country honour and recognition through excellence and distinction in the pursuit of their work or profession. The criteria for the award include the candidate’s social consciousness, manifested by a strong community spirit, leadership, and participation in projects or other activities for the common good. President Macapagal-Arroyo specifically cited Dr. Magsino’s lifelong commitment to excellence in higher education and his leadership within the Filipino community, which raised awareness of the important role of immigrants in the cultural diversity of Manitoba.

The Pamana ng Pilipino Award is a category among the other Presidential Awards for Filipino Individuals and Organizations Overseas, which is a biennial awards system intended to give recognition to Filipinos and other individuals or organizations that contribute to Philippine development and progress, or promote the interests of overseas Filipino communities. Started in 1991, it has four award categories: Lingkod sa Kapwa Pilipino Award, given to Filipinos for exceptional or significant contribution to Philippine progress and development; Kaanib ng Bayan Award, given to foreign individuals or organizations for exceptional or significant contribution to Philippine progress and development; Banaag Award, given to Filipinos for significant contribution to a sector or community in the Philippines or abroad; and the Pamana ng Pilipino Award, received by Dr. Magsino. For the year 2006, 48 awardees were selected from a total of 158 nominations from 20 countries; Canada’s awardees, aside from Dr. Magsino, were Armando Baisas (Toronto, arts), Jeffrey Rustia (Toronto, creative media), and Markham Federation of Filipino Canadians (Markham, preservation of cultural identity).

The rigorous screening process, which included a number of stages, considered Dr. Magsino’s achievement as the only Filipino to become a Dean of Education in a major university in Canada and, perhaps, in North America. It acknowledged not only his outstanding performance as Department Head, as Dean of Education, and as Chair of the Council of Deans and Directors of Education in Manitoba, but also his life-long appointment as Dean Emeritus at the University of Manitoba. Considered further were his scholarly achievements, which included authorship and/or editorship of eight books, his publication of around 70 articles in North American books and journals, his national recognition in various forms of his expertise by universities across Canada, and his international stature, as evidenced by his having given lectures in England, Australia, the United States, and the Philippines. Also considered were his many community leadership involvements, including the presidency of the Philippine-Canadian Centre of Manitoba, chairpersonship of the government-created Manitoba Ethnocultural Advisory and Advocacy Council; his memberships in the government-created Manitoba Immigration Council, the Board of Directors of the Winnipeg Foundation, and the Board of Directors of the  Seven Oaks General Hospital Foundation; and his numerous other activities within the Manitoba community. 
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