FilCans in Victoria stand tall
The small community of Pinoys - less than 600 households in British Columbia’s capital, Victoria, is getting kudos from cabinet ministers, their member of parliament, members of the legislature, elected city officials and Pinoys from across Canada and the United States.
They have achieved what many Pinoy communities, large and small, throughout North America dream about. In just five years, through tough, volunteer, fund-raising efforts, they raised $225,00 CAD to eliminate the mortgage of their two-storey Bayanihan Community Centre located on a main street in downtown Victoria.
They purchased a building for the centre in May 2001, thanks to a provincial government grant of $215,000, which was insufficient for the purchase and extensive renovations required. They therefore applied for and received a $225,000 mortgage with a five-year term.

With the centre now mortgage free, the Bayanihan Cultural and Housing Society, the centre’s owner and operator, held an Open House celebration on Sunday, January 28, with many dignitaries attending, a cabinet minister, the member of the legislature, the city’s mayor and councillors, and Raul Fernandes, Philippine Consul in Vancouver. They all joined in burning the $225,000 mortgage document at the celebration.

The centre is used for various cultural, educational, social, and spiritual activities but the most satisfying program at the centre is the meals for the needy and homeless that is prepared by volunteers. Last year, six meals were offered with 80 to 200 people enjoying each meal.

Every Sunday, volunteers prepare and serve a Filipino lunch for $6 CAD as a fund-raising effort. The centre has no paid employee.

Philippine Consul General Minerva Falcon in Vancouver visited the centre in December 2005 with the sole purpose of finding out how the centre was successfully established while efforts in Vancouver had failed.

Volunteers at the centre informed her that the small community was united under the Victoria Filipino-Canadian Association, established in 1968. The BCHS was formed in 1991 under the auspices of the VFCA and remains so to this day.

Attempts to form competitive associations and regional groupings failed over the years because the VFCA kept to its approach of ignoring such groups and individuals with big egos - stroking of people’s egos was taboo - and those who were ambitious to be its leaders quickly realized it was all work and no glory.

Also, people who wanted to make personal financial gain from the centre through suggestions of various schemes realized they were out of luck with the BCHS.

The credibility of  the centre and the society’s financial management abilities has thus remained solid and intact. Full transparency of the society’s finances, through monthly reports of every cent raised and spent, gave volunteers and supporters full confidence in the society and its operation of the centre. Donations, therefore, came in without hesitation.
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