Mom seeks community support 

to bring Christina back

TORONTO--For Elizabeth Rutledge, mother of 20-year old Christina Calayca who has been missing since August 6, 2007, the only way to cope  and deal with her pain is to hope that her daughter can still be found.

That is the reason why she is appealing to the community to support her and her family in the campaign to bring Christina back  home.

Rutledge met with officers andmembers of the Philippine Press Club-Ontario (PPCO) in a breakfast forum Jan. 19, 2008, to announce a plan to pursue the fundraising campaign already started by relatives for Christina.  

Accompanied by Jun Dadivas, a composer who plans to produce a CD of original songs dedicated to Christina to help in the family’s fund-raising, Rutledge updated the PPCO on the latest developments.

She said police told her Christina’s disappearance remains an open missing person case; the $50,000 reward for information on Christina’s whereabouts announced by OPP Commissioner Julian Fantino still remains in effect; three policemen in Toronto have continued their investigation, interviewing family, friends and staff in her workplace -- St. Bernadette Catholic School where Christina taught pre-school kids.

In a followup interview by The Philippine Reporter, Rutldge expressed hope that the investigation would include following up on  suspicious circumstances in the camp. She said Christina’s friend sighted, prior to when Chistina disappeared, a white van that parked where Christina and her cousin and two friends camped. The same van had suddenly disappeared about the same time Christina went missing.

“I hope the investigators immediately followed up on this lead about a Uhaul van seen in the area, in addition to searching for Christina in the bushes,” Rutledge said.

Meanwhile, she wants to concentrate on exploring ways to keep Christina in the minds of people.  The Bring Back Christina home campaign is a family initiative started by her cousin, Bayani Caguicla,who has already produced the CD of the song he had composed for her daughter, titled “Bring Christina Back.”

With Dadivas coming in to add his musical talent to the campaign, Rutledge hopes this will help keep her missing daughter’s memory alive.  Musical diva Josie de Leon, has also offered to help in whatever way she can, Rutledge said.

“I feel blessed with the support of people, and as my cousin (Bayani) says, ‘if someone really took Christina, we want her back and I believe this campaign will keep her alive in people’s hearts.”  

To her mom and her family, Christina remains a very special person.  The first born in the next generation to Rutldege’s hugh family of six brothers and three sisters, Christina is regarded as a role model by her more than 30 cousins, some of them residing in the Philippines.

“She’s a very good kid,” Rutledge said, “a leader in the Youth for Christ who counselled youth who were suicidal and depressed.” 

“Her dream was to build houses for the poor in the Philippines,” Rutledge said.

She and Christina had originally planned to visit the country and celebrate her 50th birthday there last July.  However, plans changed, so Christina made the most of a Toronto celebration by preparing a special party for her mom at the Filipino Centre Toronto (FCT).

“I will never forget the way she worked so hard for my birthday.  The way she decorated the place and invited so many people. She proudly spoke about me, saying “my Mom is this...my Mom is that.”

“I’m fortunate to have those 20 years with my daughter. She’s not  just a daugther to me but my best friend,  She is a gift from God.”

For individuals and groups wanting to help “Bring Christina Back,” contact Beth Rutledge at (416)564-3299 (cell) or (416)961-4957. -MAG

