Jeffrey inquest recommendations 

being implemented, police chief says
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TORONTO--Toronto Police Chief Bill Blair said that the Jeffrey Reodica inquest jury recommendations have been seriously taken by the Toronto Police Service, and some of them are now being implemented. 

“We took them very seriously, and we were able to move immediately with some of them,” Blair told The Philippine Reporter in an exclusive interview Tuesday, Feb. 12, at the Toronto Police Headquarters, following the reception hosted for the ethnic media.

“We want our youth to be safe.” Blair said, adding that he also considered it important to re-establish the good relationship with the Filipino community, “a significant  community” in Toronto.

“I was very well aware of the wound in the community” following Jeffrey’s death, he said, having learned first hand from sentiments of Filipinos in the St. Jamestown area where they comprise a big section of the residents, especially in the 13 high rise apartment buildings. 

Hence when he became the Toronto police chief, he found it important for him to convey his condolences to the family, he said.

What he also found very significant was the opportunity to have no less than Joel Reodica, Jeffrey’s older brother, work with him as a member of the youth advisory committee to the Chief of Police.

Blair described Joel Reodica as “very brave,” having taken on graciously the responsibility of the advisory position at that time, which Blair much appreciated. 

Joel Reodica, as leader of the Justice for Jeffrey Coalition, and board member of the Community Alliance for Social Justice (CASJ), was instrumental in sustaining the family’s strength through the several months of activities in the campaign for justice for Jeffrey.

The Coroner’s Inquest into the shooting death of 17-year old student Jeffrey Reodica by a Toronto Police officer in Many 2004, was held due to the persistent campaign for justice launched by the Reodica family, with the support of the Toronto Filipino community, and other communities, under the leadership of  CASJ and  Justice for Jeffrey Coalition.

Last April 26, 2007, Blair had announced that the Toronto Police Service would implement some of the Jeffrey Reodica Inquest jury recommendations, with a budget of $439,000.

Earlier, the Toronto Police Services Board, under the leadership of Board Chair Alok Mukherjee, in its meeting shortly after the Inquest jury came out with its seven-point recommendations for police changes, had asked the Toronto Police Chief to respond to them.

Of the seven Inquest jury recommendations, following are the four that directly referred to the Torotonto Police:

“1) The Toronto Police Service should study and determine whether outfitting unmarked police service vehicles with sirens, and/or “cherries”, and/or Public Address System and/or “Police” raid jackets, and/or “Police” arm bands would be useful, cost effective, and practical means to enhance identification of plainclothes officers, when required. The item(s) should be installed in such a way as to keep the undercover officers safe, secure, and subversive.

“2) The Toronto Police Service should require all plain clothes officers when responding to calls for service, now taking the role of “uniform officers” to take with them by whatever means possible,” all use of force options when exiting their vehicles.

“3) Parents or guardians of youths, who are being detained for the purpose of an interview by the police and/or SIU, should be notified as soon as practicable.

“4) Community Liaison Officers (of the Toronto Police) should continue their practice of building up relationships and establishing trusts between themselves and the communities.”

Blair told The Philippine Reporter that he will soon file his report to the Toronto Police Services Board on the status of the implementation of the Reodica Inquest jury recommendations.

