PATAC-raised funds sent to child victims of military operations

TORONTO--The PATAC (Philippine Advocacy Through Arts in Canada) fundraising concert held on Dec. 8, 2007  successfuly raised $6,000 for the Children’s Rehabilitation Centre (CRC) in the Philippines. The concert “Touch a Life, Help a Soul” featured talented members of the Filipino community, young and the not-so-young singing nationalistic songs expressing concerns on the current issues faced by Filipinos in the Philippines and abroad. 

Since the formation of PATAC in May 2007, they have pledged to be partners with CRC which is an organization that provides different programs for children who are victims of state violence. CRC provides services to children in the rural and urban areas who suffer physical health problems, emotional disorders, and social maladjustments due to such traumatic events resulting from military operations such as arrest, torture, forced displacement, strafing, bombing, massacre, disappearance, and other forms of human rights violations.

“The year 2007 had been a great challenge for us at the Children’s Rehabilitation Center especially with the implementation of the Human Security Act and the intensified counter-insurgency campaign of the Arroyo government under the Oplan Bantay Laya II.  As children are now themselves targets of the military operations, we had to step up our efforts to reach out more and more of these children victims” said Esmeralda Macaspac, the current Executive Director of CRC

“This year, the challenge continues.  From individual victims, we now face communities forcibly being displaced by military harassments and operations. While the evacuees from Surigao del Sur were able to return before Christmas, the families from Quezon had to spend their holidays here in Metro Manila, in a sanctuary.  To date they remain in the sanctuary and the hope to return to their barangay remains dim.  The children, about 34 of them, have stopped schooling.  They had to rely on the help of others for their sustenance”. She added

PATAC president, Paulina Corpuz said “CRC shares the same vision as PATAC as it serves the poor, disadvantaged, discriminated, marginalized and voiceless sector of our society.  PATAC and CRC see a society with genuine freedom based on justice and peace”. We will continue to seek support from the community in Toronto in bringing out the issues faced by our children and addressing their needs. And the use of arts will always be our vehicle in achieving this aspiration”.

During the Christmas holiday two members of PATAC, Henessy Cruz and Alex Felipe, went to the Philippines and visited the CRC office to be with the children in their activities. They also delivered the proceeds of the concert which made the children very excited knowing that they have a partner group in Canada.
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