Peter, Paul and Mary at Roy Thomson

TORONTO–No American folk group has lasted longer or amassed a more loyal following than Peter, Paul and Mary; indeed, few groups of any genre have logged more years (43) or miles (countless) in direct, yearly touring; spreading the message and engaging the next (now four) generations. During its now legendary career, the trio, consisting of Peter Yarrow, Noel Paul Stookey, and Mary Travers, won five Grammy awards, produced 13 Top 40 hits, of which 6 ascended into the Top 10 - as well as eight gold and five platinum albums. That PP&M achieved such a rarefied level of commercial success without compromise, and while continuing a centuries-old tradition of people raising their voices in song for the sake of freedom, is simply further evidence of their extraordinarily successful career — as much a mission accomplished as a musical career.  

PP&M last performed at Roy Thomson Hall in 1999.  The trio’s last major CD release was in 2003; Rhino’s five-disc (including one DVD) box set, Carry It On, contains five hours of the group’s most memorable musical moments. Spanning the years 1960-2003, this definitive career retrospective features more than 80 tracks.  It includes previously unreleased solo performances by each member made prior to the group’s formation and a home recording of “Canaan Land” laid down by the trio before they signed with Warner Bros. Records. The material ranges from traditional ballads like “The Three Ravens” and “Take Of Your Old Coat” to the work of such latter-day poets as Pete Seeger, Bob Dylan, Laura Nyro, Gordon Lightfoot, Tom Paxton, Phil Ochs and John Denver, as well as songs penned by the group itself. All the classics-indelible, important songs like “Blowin’ in the Wind,” “If I Had a Hammer,” “Cruel War,” “Leaving on a Jet Plane,” “Where Have All the Flowers Gone,” “500 Miles,” “Lemon Tree,” “In the Early Morning Rain,” “All My Trials” and “Puff (The Magic Dragon)”-are included, of course, but there’s much more to be found in this aural and cultural time capsule encompassing close to a half century of consistently moving, inspiring, caring and purposeful music…make that folk music. 

Carry It On was released simultaneously with the all-new studio recording In These Times, on which PP&M continue to affirm their unwavering commitment to their folk heritage and its legacy of social justice. No solo turns are featured -only group vocals - an approach PP&M haven’t employed since their first four albums. The uninterrupted parade of those singular harmonies resonates not only musically but also symbolically, as Peter, Paul & Mary display their unity in the face of a particularly fractious, and in their opinion, dangerous, era. 

Message songs are particularly problematic to write and perform because they can be overly directive, one-sided and preachy, but PP&M have managed to consistently avoid this pitfall. “The songs we choose invite the participation of the listener, who is central to finding a way of creating the life of the song at that listening,” Peter Yarrow explains. “It’s the difference between poetry and didactic writing. One tells you, ‘this is it,’ and the other says, ‘let’s find this together.’ Anthemic songs are frequently so on the nose that there’s no emotional thrust or dramatic tension. That’s why ‘Don’t Laugh at Me’ is so powerful, because you literally become engaged in the drama; you are part of both the perpetrator and the victim in this tale of disrespect and cruelty.”

PETER, PAUL & MARY
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