Extrajudicial killings denounced in forums

TORONTO -- Five high-profile Filipino human rights leaders recently toured this city, Montreal and Ottawa in a campaign to seek solidarity and help from non-government and government groups and officials to stop the extrajudicial killings in the Philippines which has claimed 838 lives since 2001, the start of the term of President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.

Members of the group are Bishop Eliezer Pascua, general secretary of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines; Sharon Rose Joy Duremdes, general secretary of the National Council of Churches in the Philippines; Fr. Jose Dizon, spokesperson of the Movement for Justice, Peace and Good Governance; and Marie Hilao, general secretary of KARAPATAN. 

In Toronto, about one hundred people attended the forum organized by Philippine Press Club Ontario (PPCO) and the Community Alliance for Social Justice (CASJ) on March 4, 2007.

In Montreal, about 200 people were in the public forum on March 8 hosted by Beaconsfield United Church. The event ended with a candlelight commemoration of the victims of extra-judicial killings showing an overwhelming support to the campaign.

The five leaders had met with nine Members of Parliament including Quebec MPs: Irwin Cotler (Liberal), Francine Lalonde (BQ), Bernard Patrie (Liberal), Francis Scarpaleggia (L); Ottawa MP Paul Dewar (NDP) and Toronto MPs Mario Silva (L) and Olivia Chow (NDP). Silva wrote Foreign Affairs asking for a review of  Canadian-Philippine relations. He also wrote to Philippine Ambassador Jose Brillantes. 

Organizers of the Canadian tour are United Church of Canada, KAIROS (CEJI), Anglican Church of Canada and Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace.

