USAPING MIGRANTE

By Jonathan B. Canchela

A protest amidst winter storm

Last February 29th, I attended a very interesting vigil protest in front of the Philippine Consulate General in Toronto.  I was one of those men (and women and children), mostly members, supporters and solidarity allies of Migrante-Ontario, who braved the heavy snow fall, ghastly wind and winter cold in calling for the ouster of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.  The rally was not just interesting; it also was effectively motivating, and historic in its strict sense.  

The rally was part of the internationally coordinated mobilizations called upon by Migrante International.  It coincided with the inter-faith rally in the Philippines where 80,000 people also calling for Gloria’s resignation trouped to Ayala and Paseo de Roxas Avenues in the heart of Makati business district.  Truly, February 29th was a day of protests by the people, of the people and for the people against Gloria.  The protest in Toronto was our way of showing support to the Filipino people.      

I delivered a speech during the rally.  But before me, Henessy Cruz of PATAC (Philippine Advocacy Through Arts and Culture) delivered her speech.  Here is part of her speech:

“We gather here today to honour every father, mother and child, every farmer, worker, student, journalist and church person, every activist and every supporter for their courage and defiance against the oppressive and corrupt regime of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.”

“We are here to call for Arroyo’s resignation from presidency.  Since 2001, she has failed to serve and protect her people.  According to Karapatan (Alliance for the advancement of People’s Rights) 2007 report, from January 1 to October 1, 2007 alone, 68 individuals were victims of executions, 26 were forcibly disappeared, 29 were tortured, 116 were illegally detained and 7,542 were forcibly evacuated or displaced (for complete data visit http://www.karapatan.org/).  These numbers are not mere statistics!  They had families that need them, they had lives to live, but because they demanded to be heard, they demanded justice, they became victims of human rights violations.”

“Children find themselves caught in the middle of all these chaos.  Their rights to play, gain education, receive health care and have proper nutrition and shelter are all ignored and violated by the Philippine government.  A number of children suffer from wounds and other physical disabilities caused by military operations.  Others contract diseases from overcrowded and unsanitary evacuation centres.  Many suffer from emotional disorders and maladjustments due to fear, anxiety and trauma.  There are those who lost their lives too early.”

“How many more communities must migrate?  How many more families need to break?  How many more people need to die before our government takes action?  How long do we have to let Arroyo and her cronies steal from the people?  Let us put an end to all this now....”

Here’s part of my speech entitled A Fight for Truth and Justice: 

“Truth will set us free, as they say.  But this is not true to Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.  For Gloria truth is about concealing government transactions.  For Gloria truth is about concealing corruptions.  For Gloria truth is about embracing anomalies to stay in power.  It’s time for us to say: Tell us the truth, nothing but the truth.”

“The foundation of justice is good faith, as Cicero once said.  But this is not true to Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.  For Gloria the foundation of justice is bad faith - for rigging the 2004 national elections.  For Gloria the foundation of justice is injustice - for the reality of killing hundreds of activists, journalists, church people and party-list members under her regime.  For Gloria the foundation of justice is keeping herself in power while the Filipino people are suffering.  It’s time for us to say: Show us your good faith nothing but good faith.”

“From “Hello Garci” to ZTE-National Broad Band scandal, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has never done anything about corruptions in the Philippines.  Until now, nothing has been done about the Joc-Joc Bolante fertilizer scam, the Jose Pidal scandal, the Diosdado Macapagal Boulevard, the South and North Rail projects, among other things.  What she has done is prevent government officials to testify in any inquiry by imposing Executive Order 464.  This is pure and simple obstruction of justice.  This is pure and simple anti-transparency.  What can you expect from a leader whose vision of governance is based on culture of secrecy?  Shame on you, Gloria!”  

“Yes, the ‘Hello Garci’ tape.  We heard it many times - over and over again.  It was you, Gloria.  It was you talking to Garciliano.  It was you who stole the votes from the Filipino people just to stay in power.  It was you who cheated the voice of the Filipino people just to keep your self in the Palace in the company of your men.  It’s time for you to go.  Enough of Gloria, enough of corruption!”

“The courage of Jun Lozada has restored the courage of the Filipino people to fight for truth and justice.  For this we salute Jun Lozada.  And we urge you to fight with us because this is our fight.  This is the fight for the Filipino people.”

I reiterate: I urge you to fight with us because this is our fight.  This is a fight for truth and justice.  This is a fight for the Filipino people.
