Ching Reyes, May 1, 1930 - March 11, 2007

Mrs. Ching Reyes, popularly known as “ Ate Ching ” immigrated to Canada with husband Ric Reyes and son Jude Reyes in August 1967.

Coming from a very religious family from the Philippines, Mrs. Reyes is the sister of  Monsignor Domingo Nebres who came to Canada in the early 1960s. To most of the early Filipino  immigrants in Canada Msgr. Nebres was also popular in his religious activities not only  among the Filipinos but also with the mainstream Catholic communities, such as the Italians, the Chinese and Polish,   to name a few.

Mrs. Reyes went along with these religious activities that in 1972,  she initiated the Devotion to the Blessed Mother Mary, Virgin of Peñafrancia, the Patroness of the Bicol Region, the place where Mrs. Reyes was born and raised. That started her full-fledged Catholic devotions  of Novenas  with the Filipino communities in Greater Toronto and as far as the Niagara region.

The religious activities that Mrs. Ching Reyes and her husband Ric Reyes include a year round of religious activities such as : Novena to St Joseph  -  that starts in March, followed by the  Novena to the Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima; Novena to the Virgin of Peñafrancia - September; Novena to Infant Jesus –Sto. Nino  - December; Year round of  9 day prayers with families with death in their families.

Mrs. Ching Reyes is really an icon in the Filipino Catholic Community in Canada.  Her devotions to the Virgin and God were so great,  that they will never be forgotten by the Filipino community… touching so many lives, Mrs. Reyes will always be a part of all the Catholic novenas and devotions,  that will go on with the Filipino community., specially the novena to the Virgin of Peñafrancia.  

Her family thanks all those who have in one way or another supported us,  in prayers and in kind , to see that our beloved Ching Reyes will rest in peace with our Lord.  May God bless us all.

