APOSIS projects aid the poor
The APOSIS or the Alpha Phi Omega Philippines (APO) alumnae’s non-stock, non-profit organization in North America (with associates or affiliates members from as far as the Middle East, Australia and Asia) held their annual Spring Retreat and Workshop from March 4 to 5, 2006 in Las Vegas, Nevada, USA.  They also held their Fellowship and Awards Gala shindig on the last night of the gathering.
The meeting was presided by Chona Villajuan (Epsilon Omicron {Wesleyan}), APOSIS President  and CEO (2006-2007), who hails from Etobicoke, Ontario, Canada.  Canada, Ontario in particular, was amply represented with the presence of Dr. Belle Tumbokon (Psi {Centro Escolar}) in the meet.
The confreres mapped out and strategized national and international projects and service missions.  Missions that are geared towards educational, literary, scientific and other humanitarian purposes to benefit the underprivileged and impoverished children and their families all over the world, regardless of race, color, creed, origin, culture, tradition, value, heritage and aspiration.  The sisterhood aims to embark on these projects in a spirit of cooperation, self-less and relentless dedication towards making a difference in some peoples lives.  Which they did since 2003.  Many poor, malnourished, underprivileged and some special and abandoned children in the Philippines were beneficiaries of the Christmas gift-giving events, donated audio-visual equipment, books, personal hygiene supplies, footwear and clothing and food packets.  Hungry and poor children in the United States were also beneficiaries through the Feed the Children organization.  The latter also was the conduit for the financial and relief aids sent by APOSIS to the starving children and people of Niger in Africa.

APOSIS projects are funded through its relationship and cooperation with and acting as project coordinator for the Twelve Jewels Foundation (International) or 12JFI, a non-stock, non-profit California, USA charitable foundation.  The former also gets its resources and support from all APO alumni and alumnae members, associations, organizations and chapters all over the world. 

The APOSIS Board of Directors (BOD) are Chairperson Leilani Paraz-Minor (Alpha Mu {U of San Carlos}); BOD Secretary Melanie Corcoro-Paredes (Alpha {FEU}); Members Rubilyn Manangan-Fernando (Alpha), Melissa Nario (Gamma Sigma {SLU}) and Chona Villajuan.  

 APOSIS ExeCom is composed of President Chona Villajuan, VP & PRO Melanie Corcoro-Paredes, Secretary Teresita Burdeos-Reyes (Psi); CFO & Treasurer Jocelyn Ybanez-Castillo (Psi); and Auditor Bima Baje-Robles (Epsilon Phi {Andres Bonifacio College-Dipolog}).

Coincidentally, the 12JFI  also held  its annual Board of Directors Meeting and Election of Officers.  The following  are the officers: Chairman Dr. Danilo Razon MD, President & CEO & BOD member Philma Suarez-Evans (Alpha Mu), BOD Member & VP & Projects & Distribution Chair Lowellyn Iledan-Terrell RN, BOD member & Secretary Angeli San Luis-Dimaya, BOD member & CFO & Treasurer & Finance Committee Chair Jennifer Escartin-Evangelista, BOD members Evangeline Arugay RN & Emma Arabejo-Real.

Come September 2006 officers, members and volunteers  will gather in California for a book drive.  The Canadian efforts are led by Chona Villajuan and Dr. Belle Tumbokon.
Donations in kind like reference, resource, children, literary, science, math and other books, computers, audio-visual equipment, talking books, Braille books, shoes and other footwear, personal hygiene and  school supplies, clothing and cash money are accepted.  Sponsorship for cargo or balikbayan boxes that will be used to ship the donated goods are welcome at C$75.00 or US$50.00 per box.

All kindhearted readers, friends and fellow citizens are enjoined to please help and may call in their support and donations to the following numbers: 416-533-9888; 416-588-2158; 647-400-1925; 905-929-1925 or 416-901-9258.

