Police to implement jury recommendations 

TORONTO - Toronto’s plainclothes police officers responding to emergency situations will be issued gear to easily identify them, and their unmarked vehicles will be outfitted with additional equipment for easier identification as police cars.

This was the Toronto Police Service’s response to one of the crucial inquest jury recommendations into the 2004 shooting death of Jeffrey Reodica by a Toronto police officer.

Toronto police officers performing their duties in  plainclothes capacity “should be issued both a “POLICE” arm band and a “POLICE” jacket (estimated at $89,000 for 1,300 plainclothes officers);unmarked cars  should be equipped with additional “wigwag” front headlights and siren package (estimated at $350,000 for 500 vehicles) for easy identification as police cars, the police response said.
The Inquest had established that there was controvery whether or not the police officers had identified themselves.

The response was contained in a memo from Toronto Police Chief Bill Blair  to the Chair and members of the Toronto Police Service Board, following the latter’s request during its Oct. 19, 2006 meeting, that the police service provide a response to the Inquest recommendations.

Blair’s response was presented to the Board last Thursday, April 26.

In response to the inquest recommendation that police take with them all use of force options when exiting their vehicles, the police response was that “plainclothes officer shall wear, carry or have access to their issued identification and use of force options,” so long as to do so would not jeopardize police or public safety.

The inquest jury had heard that Det. Dan Belanger had brought his gun but left his pepper spray and baton in the car, when he approached Reodica who was holding a rock.

On the Inquest recommendation that parents or guardians of youth who are being detained by police  for interview, Blair’s response was: “There is no authority for police to detain witnesses for interview.” 

“If youth witnesses under the age of eighteen choose to assist police in their investigation, the parents or guardians of these witnesses shall be notified at the earliest opportunity.”
The jury had noted that most of the youths, aged 12 to 16 years, were detained by the policeto be interviewed by the Special Investigations Unit and were held at the station for over eight hours “feeling tired, scared and hungry.”
On the police Inquest recommendation that community liaison officers “should continue their practice of building up relationships and estblishing trusts between themselves and the communties,”  the Toronto Police’s response was that the Community Mobilization Unit “continues to expand and improve the quality of interaction” between the service the Toronto’s diverse communities. 
As a result of the Coroner’s Inquest and jury recommendations, Blair’s report concluded, “the Service has reviewed its policies with respect to the use of force options that plainclothes officers must carry.” and that “the associated Service Procedure is currently undergoing revision” and will be published in the future. --MAG
