Concert for Leyte draws rave reviews
TORONTO -  “Amazing!”  “Wonderful!” “A powerhouse performance!”  “A great show!”
These were the common comments heard from the audience who gave the performers  a standing ovation and a lengthy applause at the finale of  the “Rebuilding People’s Lives”  concert.
The two-hour concert, held last Friday, April 28, at Stephen Leacock Collegiate Auditorium, featured a broad repertoir of songs — from opera, broadway, pop, ballad, rock  ‘n roll and folk music, all beautifully interpreted by very talented performers, among them, accomplished artists and professionals, top musical talents in the Filipino-Canadian community.

People were riveted to their seats during the show, staying on until the last number, as they found the performance of the artists so enthralling and entertaining.

Overall, the concert, organized for the benefit of a food security livelihood project for 470 of the most vulnerable surviving families in the Feb. 17 mudslide in Southern Leyte, Philippines, won praises from the guests, the general audience, and even media, for the organized way it was handled:  from the tickets, ushers, reception, marshalls, food, and most of all, the stage production itself.

A six-minute video which showed the plight of the surviving families temporarily housed in evacuation centers and tents, was shown at the start of the program, followed by brief speeches by Hermie Garcia, CASJ President; Sylvia Searles of the Toronto Mayor’s Office;  MPP Mario G. Racco of  Thonhill; MP Peggy Nash of Parkdale and  High Park; and Consul General Alejandro Mosquera.

A plaque of appreciation to the concert organizers from Toronto Mayor David Miller was presented to the concert organizers, led by Hermie Garcia and Edwin Mercurio of Community Alliance for Social Justice (CASJ). The two other  main organizing groups are Kababayan Community Centre represented by Flor Dandal and Aguido de la Cruz, and Philippine Independence Day Council, represented by Jun Enverga, president.
Then followed the brief presentation of the first sizeable donation for the evening – a $1,000 cheque from one of the leading performers herself, Lilac Caña, who made this livelihood project managed by Citizens Disaster Response Centre, a beneficiary of her successful April 22 concert to launch her fourth CD. 

Next was the two-hour musical concert that people are still talking about, for it has proven beyond doubt that our own local Filipino performers can rival even the most expensive show biz imports from the Philippines, in terms of talent, showmanship and professionalism.  Most important, the artistic team in “Rebuilding People’s Lives,” under the able direction of Kristine Tan, gave more than just their music.  They gave their hearts and souls to producing a wonderful show, as volunteers in a humanitarian project they believed in.

The concert, by itself, generated a lot of support, goodwill, and valuable friendships among people involved in various capacities.  So touched were many by this project that a woman, just before leaving the building after the show, wrote a cheque for $200 as her donation.  Another, sent a money order in the amount of $189.00, having learned at the concert, that it takes only that amount to feed a family of five for a year, through the CDRC project.  Several others among the paying audience dropped $20 bills into a donation box before heading for home.  Not bad, indeed, for a concert that took only four to five weeks to prepare. (M.A.G.)
