Notebook
By Hermie Garcia
Local talents are diamonds in our backyard
THE MUSICAL CONCERT “Rebuilding People’s Lives” at the Stephen Leacock Collegiate last Friday, April 28, is a remarkable testimony to how selflessly a group of people can work with dedication to serve a worthy cause. It was a fundraising for the victims and survivors of last February’s mudslide in Guinsaugon, St. Bernard, Southern Leyte that claimed more than a thousand lives.

With roughly six weeks of time in their hands, leaders, performing artists and volunteers from a handful of organizations brainstormed, planned and enlisted help from other groups, to put up a show whose quality could rival those that are planned a year ahead.

Another eye-opener for many who watched the show was the excellent performances of the artists. Many people said our local talents are good enough to perform on stage with imported established artists from the Philippines. So why do our local producers keep on importing performers? Is it because these established stars are sure crowd drawers? Or the producers just don’t believe our local talents are good enough to deserve the financial risks of a concert production?

Well, they’ve seen the April 28 concert that showcased a dozen individual and group artists. There was a standing ovation after the show and at the post-show reception, people talked endlessly how good the show was.

If you were there, you could not help but be regaled by Lilac Caña’s classic voice and singing prowess, from operatic to jazz to broadway. This  musical gem is pure delight. 

Karen Tan can shift from a melodious number to a powerful Celine Dion with equal ease. I knew her from years back. She has developed into a flawless musical persona onstage.

Vonnie Beltran’s high-schoolish diminutive appearance can be deceptive until you experience her abundant talent in her vocal rendition of a Barbra Streisand number that tugs to your heart. A powerful voice that flows with sweet melody is what she has.

Josie de Leon’s soft stage presence reinforces her confidence before a big crowd. Her effortless singing style  enraptures and captivates the audience. Chyrell Samson’s fragile body and girlish smiles offstage transform into a mature  person onstage warbling musical notes with utmost grace. Rodney Ronquillo’s  vocal power can make him a good candidate for a lead role in  Phantom of the Opera.

Melodious Vibes’s Allan de Lara’s saxophone performance and  Glen Nerona’s piano play virtually mesmerized the audience. Zena Zagala’s lively  mimicry  of Elvis Presley brought the house down;  her hip gyrations and rock ‘n  roll numbers left the crowd screaming for more.  The MFFC Performing Arts Group proved that young people 12 and below can dance and sing with aplomb without missing a beat and a cue. Jamir de la Paz’s original songs touch your heart with their themes.

Of  course, the show could not have been possible and that excellent without the able direction of Kristine Tan who conceptualized,  orches-trated and executed the whole thing, with ideas from her artists.

With all this said, our local producers should start taking notice. They should not look far and wide anymore for talents. We have diamonds in our backyard, so to speak.

Another group of people who deserves mention and applause is the volunteers who worked hard for weeks and during the frenzied days close to the day and during the concert itself. 

On page 26 of this issue, the sponsors, donors, performers and volunteers are being acknowledged.

Our sponsors and donors gave generously. They are a bunch of people with a heart of gold. I mentioned during the Powerpoint presentation that if one donates $189 you can help feed a family of five in Guinsaugon for one year thru a livelihood project .  At least two donated immediately this amount or more. Some are still pledging donations. 

Even after the concert is over, donations  will still be accepted. The goal of approximately $66,000 has not been reached.You may email casj_canada@yahoo.ca or call this paper for contact information.

I appeal to everyone to  support this livelihood project of the Citizens’ Disaster Response Center (CDRC) for the victims and survivors of the mudslide in Guinsaugon.  It will help feed the 470 most affected families by helping them produce their food thru farming. Remember, it takes so little to help so much. Forego buying that cheap digital camera or expensive camera phone and help feed a family. 

