Brillantes named vice chair of 

UN body for migrant workers

Philippine Ambassador to Canada Jose Brillantes has been named vice chairman of a United Nations committee for the protection of migrant workers, the Department of Foreign Affairs said Monday.

Brillantes is one of three vice-chairmen of the committee overseeing the implementation of the United Nations International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (CPRMW). The other two are Anamaria Dieguez of Guatemala and Azad Taghizadet of Azerbaijan.

Abdelhamid El Jamri from Morocco was elected chairman of the committee and Francisco Alba of Mexico as rapporteur.

Outgoing chairman Prasad Kariyawasam, also first chair of the committee, recommended that the panel concentrate on efforts to universalize the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.

Currently, signatories of the convention include Azerbaijan, Belize, Bolivia, Boznia and Herzegovina, Cape Verde, Burkina Faso, Colombia, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Kyrgyzstan, Mexico, Morocco, the Philippines, Senegal, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Timor-Leste, Togo, Uganda and Uruguay.        
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