Filipinos celebrate Philippine day

By Jojo Taduran

TORONTO--“Sama-sama Tayo Tungo sa  Pag-asenso,” this was the battlecry of the Filipino people in the Philippines and in other parts of the world as we celebrate the 109th Anniversary of the Proclamation of the Philippine Independence Day on  June 12.

In Toronto, the celebration started with an open house of the Philippine Consulate General Toronto Office  last  June 8, Friday, which was participated  in by different Filipino organizations.

In other parts of  the province of Ontario, there were also separate celebrations.

On June 12, Consul General Alejandro B. Mosquera headed the parade and flag-raising ceremony at the Nathan Phillips Square, Toronto City Hall, together with the other officials and personnel of the Philippine Consulate  and various Filipino organizations in the City of Toronto.

Gracing the Philippine historical event were MPP George Smitherman, the Ontario Minister of Health and Long Term Care and Deputy Premier; MPP Cheri Dinovo and Councillor Pam McConnell.

Mosquera delivered the message of President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, Vice Consul Edna May Lazaro read Foredign Secretary Alberto G. Romulo’s message, while Philippine Labor Attache Francsico Luna read the message of Labor Secretary Arturo Brion.

Lilac Caña sang the national anthems of Canada and the Philippines. Pastor Boel Frias delivered the invocation and Philippine Cultural Attache Evangeline Cayongat led the pledge of allegiance.

In the second portion of the program, Police Constable Philip Mendoza and Judge Philbert Ituralde delivered their inspirational talks.

Lawyer Deanna Santos welcomed those who attended and the guests. Toti Quezan and the young Rowena were the masters of  ceremonies while Bernadette Zaragoza  handled the entertainment and musical program.

It was highlighted by the entertainment and musical numbers of Zena Zagala, Lilac Caña, Candace Santos, Roy Tugbang, Michael Magall, and Jasmin  Magall.

