Working Papers of Joint Centre of Excellence for Research  

on Immigration and Settlement – Toronto

Two studies on Filipino community 

to be launched July 12

TORONTO -  The Joint Centre of Excellence for Research on Immigration and Settlement -Toronto (CERIS) will host a launch of two seminal studies on the Filipino community.

The first study, “Filipinos in Canada: Economic Dimensioons of Immigration and Settlement,” authored by Philip Kelly, PhD, was published as CERIS Working Paper No 48 (revised) in September 2006.

The second study, “The Road to Empowerment in the Filipino Community: Moving from Crisis to Community Capacity Building,” authored by Mila Astorga-Garcia, was published in April 2007 as CERIS Working Paper No. 54.

The launching event, titled “Alay sa Kabataan,” (An Offering to Youth), will be held Thursday, July 12, 2007, 6 - 9 pm at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE), Room 2214 (second floor), located at 252 Bloor Street West (near St. George Subway station). It will be co-sponsored by the Community Alliance for Social Justice (CASJ) and the Philippine Press Club-Ontario (PPC-O).

“Filipinos in Canada...” provides a numerical portrait of Filipino immigration and settlement, with a particular focus on the economic dimensions of integration into Canadian cities and labour markets.   “Overall, we see a community of relatively recent and highly educated immigrants who are culturally and linguistically prepared for life in Canada, and who integrate well into the residential landscapes and workplaces of Canadian cities. But we also see a group experiencing processes of deskilling and exonomic marginalization, with high levels of occupational segmentation in the labour market and low earnings,” states the paper’s Abstract.

Dr. Kelly is associate professor of the Department of Geography, York University, and the current economic domain leader of CERIS.

“The Road to Empowerment...” describes how a crisis in Toronto’s Filipino community stemming from the shooting death of a 17-year old student Jeffrey  Reodica by a Toronto police officer, evolved into a social justice movement that was built through a community capacity-building effort.  It reports on how the family and community were drawn together to cope with the crisis in their own supportive way by taking action to seek redress for what they saw as a racial and oppressive act by the strong against the weak,” according to the Abstract.

Mila Astorga-Garcia is Research Coordinator of the CASJ; co-publisher and Managing Editor of The Philippine Reporter; and Research Analyst, City of Toronto.

The earlier version of these two papers were first presented in a workshop at the international conference Community Crisis Response: Looking Through a Cultural Lens,” held June 9-10, 2005 in Toronto, organizaed by the City of Toronto.

CERIS, the publisher of the two papers, is a consortium of Toronto-area universities and community partners.  It is part of The Metropolis Project, an international form for research and policy on immigration, diversity and changing cities.  Launched in 1966, the Metropolis Project strives to improve policies for managing immigration and diversity by focusing scholarly attention on critical issues.

CASJ, co-sponsor of the launch,is an alliance of 27 organizations and over a hundred individuals committed to working on social justice issues. “Alay sa Kabataan,” is CASJ’s way of dedicating the studies to the Filipino youth, who have been in the forefront of the campaign for social justice, especially in the Jeffrey Reodica case.

The launch will feature a brief program organized by CASJ.  Light refreshments will be served.  For information regarding the launch, e-mail casj_canada@yahoo.ca
