No compassion for dying 

Filipina caregiver
Juana Tejada, a Filipina caregiver stricken with stage 4 cancer, may pay the ultimate price to keep Canada’s government-sponsored medical system out of the reach of foreign workers, if the recent Toronto Star poll taken June 9 is any indication.

Of 4,459 respondents, 61% said that foreign workers like Tejada should be denied permanent residence if they are sick.  Only 30% voted against denying foreign workers permanent status due to sickness.  Without permanent residency status, foreign workers like Juana cannot avail of OHIP or similar government health plans.

Tejada served as a nanny in Alberta after her arrival in Canada in 2003.  Her application for an open work permit and permanent residency status in 2006 was denied by an Alberta immigration officer after medical tests indicated she had metastatic colon cancer.  According to the ruling, her health condition “might reasonably be expected to cause excessive demand on health and social services”.

But for her medical condition, Juana would have received permanent residency status, having completed the 3 years required service as a caregiver under the Federal Live-In Caregiver Program.  She has been twice denied permanent immigrant status, however, and was recently ordered by immigration officials to leave the country by August 8, a decision that some say is inhumane and tantamount to a death sentence.

Tejada is currently receiving disability pay but she and her visiting husband do not have OHIP coverage.  She has been denied OHIP coverage due to her medical condition.  Juana pays for her own prescription drugs with the financial support of friends and members of her church. Out of compassion, doctors at Princess Margaret are providing medical services to Juana for free.   

Deeply saddened by the Toronto Star poll results, many Torontonians, including Oswald and Mila Magno, have sponsored petitions addressed to Prime Minister Harper, urging the Prime Minister to reverse the Immigration Department’s deportation order and allow Juana to remain in Canada for treatment on humanitarian and compassionate grounds.  The petitions also implore the Prime Minister to grant a work permit or confer immigrant status to Juana’s husband so that he can obtain gainful employment and assist financially with her care.

Oswald and Mila Magno are urging the Filipino community to sign a petition, in support of Juana’s wish to remain in Canada.  The couple observed: “In light of the Toronto Star poll, it is clear that only Filipinos can help other Filipinos”. Joe Rivera, a retired Filipino lawyer who is helping Juana with her legal affairs, recently informed UPAA Toronto that the deportation order is weighing down heavily on Juana, on top of her deadly medical condition.  He exhorted the members of the group to band together, put pressure on the government by signing the petition and help Juana so that she receives humane treatment, and can die in dignity and peace in the country that she has served and come to love.”  Juana is slated to tell her story at UPAA Toronto’s Kapihan event at the FCT on Saturday, June 21.  

To read and sign the petition, readers should log in to www.juana-tejada.info.  

