Rave reviews for study 

on Filipino community

TORONTO--Readers of  “The Road to Empowerment of the Filipino Community in  Toronto: Moving from Crisis to  Community Capacity Building,” share their views on this recently published study by CERIS - the Ontario Metropolis Centre.   

The study, authored by Mila Astorga-Garcia,and published by CERIS (Joint Centre of Excellence for Research in Immigration and Settlement) - the Ontario Metropolis Centre, as Working Paper No. 54, documents the Filipino community’s campaign for justice in the shooting death of  student Jefrrey Reodica by a Toronto police officer.  The study will be launched, along with another study, “Filipinos in Canada: Economic Dimensions of Immigration and Settlement,” CERIS Working Paper No. 48,  by Dr. Philip Kelly, on July 12, 2007, at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE), 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Following are some of the written comments from a Filipino Canadian youth; an award winning investigative journalist and author; a strategic policy official of the United Nations;  and a scientist and professor at University of Toronto  

From JJ Honasan, External Affairs Executive, Filipino Students’ Association of Toronto (FSAT), University of Toronto, St George:

“Mila’s chilling account of Jeffrey’s death brings uneasiness to even the most apathetic reader; it causes you to face the reality of discovering the tragic beginnings of early Filipino social justice mobilization in Toronto. It’s through the progression of her report that anger and frustration overtake me. I’m faced with a challenge to rise up and stand for justice over my Generation that has been crippled for too long.”  

From Sheila Coronel, Director, Tony Stabile Centre for Investigative Journalism, University of Columbia, School of Graduate Studies, New York, New York:

“This is the story of how a community found its voice after the tragic killing of one of its own. For a long time, the Filipino community in Canada was thought to be passive and servile. No longer. In this thoughtful account of the aftermath of the unjust killing of Filipino teenager Jeffrey Reodica, Mila Astorga Garcia chronicles how the Filipino-Canadian community in Toronto tapped the well of history and culture to face a crisis with courage and conviction. The author shows how and where the Filipino-Canadians found the strength and the resources to fight for justice. This is a moving account of how a community discovered its potency and ended a history of docility.”

From Dr. Agerico Lacanlale, PhD, Director of Strategic Planning and Coordination, United Nations, Vienna, Austria :

“’The Road to Empowerment’ represents one of the best documented cases of how an ethnic group turned tragedy into triumph, not just for the Filipino community in Toronto but for all ethnic minorities throughout Canada. It showed how a terrible tragedy can galvanize the Filipino community into action and bring about changes...(it) is a pathbreaking and scholarly study...”

From Dr. Laura Simich, Scientist: Social Equity and Health Research, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, and Assistant Professor, Psychiatry and Anthropology, University of Toronto:

“Community health and mental well being are undoubtedly connected to seeking justice. This study demonstrates how tragedy for one family can lead to positive social transformation for many by portraying the resilience and wisdom of the Toronto Filipino community. Mila Astorga-Garcia uses the method of participant observation to carefully describe the perspectives of all those forced to cope with the police killing of young man, Jeffrey Reodica, and to document both the community impact and the inspiring response.  As a researcher, Garcia provides solid evidence of the Filipino community’s enormous human reservoir of capability and courage.  Her report shows how confronting and moving beyond discrimination can make real contributions to Canadian society.”

The Abstract of “The Road to Empowerment...” notes that the study “describes how a crisis in Toronto’s Filipino community stemming from the shooting death of a 17-year old student Jeffrey Reodica by a Toronto police officer, evolved into a social justice movement that was built through a community capacity-building effort. It reports on how the family and community were drawn together to cope with the crisis in their own supportive way by taking action to seek redress for what they saw as a racial and oppressive act by the strong against the weak.”

The author tracked the story through more than two years of the Filipino community’s campaign for justice: from the first community meeting following the death of Reodica, up to the results of the Coroner’s inquest consisting of seven recommendations for police changes by the inquest jury.  

In a separate but related development seven months after the coroner’s inquest recommendations were issued, Toronto Police Chief William Blair informed the Toronto Police Services Board, that the major inquest recommendations will be implemented by the Toronto Police Service, while the others will be looked into.

Author Garcia is Research Coordinator of the Community Alliance for Social Justice; co-publisher and Managing Editor of The Philippine Reporter; and Research Analyst, City of Toronto.  She is a co-editor of the first anthology of Filipino women’s writings in English, titled “Filipina I” and “Filipina II”, and has published articles in major newspapers in the Philippines and Canada.

The launch of the two publications, hosted by CERIS, is co-sponsored by the Community Alliance for Social Justice (CASJ) and the Philippine Press Club-Ontario (PPCO).

For information about the launch, call CERIS at (416)946-3110 or e-mail ceris.reception@utoronto.ca.

