‘Rizal Society of Ontario’s purpose for being is to overcome the vestiges of our colonial history and our present
Unequal Neo-Colonial Status

in order to become a sovereign nation.’

By Voltaire de Leon

Chair, Rizal Society of Ontario

(Speech delivered on June 18, 2006.) 

Tomorrow, we will be celebrating the birth of Dr. Jose Rizal, our national hero. Six months from now we will be commemorating his martyrdom by firing squad and, by his blood and the blood of his generation of nationalists, the birth of our Filipino nation.

He was the first among the heroes of his generation and other patriots of his generation — Andres Bonifacio, Apolinario Mabini, the Luna brothers, Marcelo del Pilar, Emilio Jacinto - saw him as the first among them. 

He was to them in their time as he is to us today , our prophet. He articulated to his people who we are as a nation, what will become of us if we forget who we are. Even though he is dead 110 years now, his words in The Philippines, a Century Hence, are still prophetic. 

‘They gradually lost their ancient traditions, their recollections, — they forgot their writings, their songs, their poetry, their laws in order to learn by heart other doctrines, which they did not understand, other ethics, other tastes, different from those inspired in their race by their climate and their way of thinking.  Then there was a falling-off, they were lowered in their own eyes, they became ashamed of what was distinctively their own, in order to admire and praise that was foreign and incomprehensible; their spirit was broken and they acquiesced.’ 

Rizal devoted his life to the restoration of his people to one nation — the Filipino nation. In his time, we were called indios . The word Filipino was owned only by an elite class of Spaniards born and raised in the Philippines He seized that name Filipino and claimed it as our own. 

He fought the Catholic Church hierarchy that was anything but Christian. He was an anti-cleric and the Dominicans conspired to destroy him. And they did. But they only made a martyr of him.

Since then we have waged our struggle for national liberation and countless hundreds of thousands of Filipinos gave their lives for us.

Yet, how do we as a nation honour them? Conditions today are incredibly abundant with despair punctuated with anguished hopes for deliverance from poverty, injustice and national humiliation. 

One needs only to open the pages of the Philippine Reporter and read of political corruption, a national economy that has increasingly become dependent on remittances from overseas Filipino workers. There are 8 million Filipinos who, in order to support their families, must leave their country. 

Is this the country of Rizal, a country that cannot provide its own people with a means of livelihood? 

What would Rizal say about the 74 journalists murdered in the last 2 decades?  We read of extrajudicial murders since 2001: 651 in 5 years - half of them social justice activists. What would Rizal have done? 

If we know what he would do in the face of the continuing dissolution of his Filipino nation, then we can act accordingly. A Rizalista must mean someone who knows, understands, believes and lives by Rizalist principles. 

We in the Rizal Society think these principles include the following:

We are a nation of people with a colonial history. The RSO’s purpose for being is to overcome the vestiges of our colonial history and our present unequal neocolonial status in order to become a sovereign nation. 

Only as a sovereign nation can we create a civil society which enhances and sustains the exercise of basic human rights and freedoms set forth in the UN Declaration of Human Rights.  We believe:

• economic self-sufficiency, mutual aid, democracy, and love of nation are the bases of a sovereign nation.

• freedoms in a civil society are limited by the supremacy of just and compassionate laws 

• education cultivates in people a social and individual conscience by which they act for their liberation 

•  the  moral example of parents is the best guide for children on the ethics of their civil society thus the importance of valuing  the family as the fundamental unit of society

Speaking now as a member of the KOR, my question was and is : do we know what the principles of our Order are? Is there anywhere in the constitution or any official publication of the Order of the Knights of Rizal that contains, say, The Principles of Rizalism by which our actions will be guided?

If we don’t, maybe this is one reason why the KOR can make anomalous decisions at the highest level. 

It can award honorary membership to Mr. Henry Kissinger. This man should be arrested on charges of overthrowing a democratically-elected government.  There is evidence that he engineered the death of Salvador Allende, the socialist president of Chile who was assassinated by the CIA assets in Chile under the guidance of Henry Kissinger.

I don’t care if Kissinger received the Nobel Prize for Peace. He should be tried for crimes against humanity not graced with an honourary membership to our Order.

Here’s another: the most recent amendment to the KOR constitution, the by-law says that the vote of a knight who can buy $500 lifetime membership is equivalent  to that of an entire chapter! I am sorry but that is not a democratic and equitable voting system.

And according to our resident historian Sir Joe Luzadas, when the nationalist Senators Claro M. Recto and Jose P. Laurel pushed for passage of the Rizal Bill, the Order did not come out in support of the bill and in effect signaled their collaboration with the Catholic Church which opposed it.

These contradictions in our Order mean either the Order had somehow  lost its moorings on matters of principle or has never solidified the enlightenment principles on which Rizal’s life was grounded.  The hope today, Jose Rizal’s birthday, is that these incongruencies in the Order may soon be resolved:

Not long ago, in a speech inducting Sir Jose Lina as Interim Supreme Commander,  Chief justice Hilarion Davide said probably in reference to the same sad state of our nation that I spoke of earlier. Sir Hilarion said:
“It is but proper for us to view the events …  in light of Rizal’s ideals, virtues, principles and legacy, and his underlying philosophy of social and individual reforms which are germane and relevant today as they were a century ago. For this purpose, the five letters of the surname RIZAL provide us with a guide and a veritable source of inspiration to forge unity and promote genuine reconciliation in our land.”

He  then codified Rizal’s principles which he called  ‘virtues and attributes”, in the acronym RIZAL. It will be useful for us in the Order of the Knights of Rizal to know them and anticipate Rizal’s principles by which  Sir Hilarion will govern the Order.
“R”  …  stands for Respect for the Rule of Law and the Rights of the people. In waging his campaign for Philippine self-determination, Rizal did the same within the confines of the law at the time. These principles demand not only from our leaders, but also from each of us, the duty to be involved in the task of good government. Listen to these words of Rizal: “People and government are correlated and complementary, an aimless government would be an anomaly among a righteous people, just as a corrupt people cannot exist under just rulers and wise laws.”

Our adherence to the rule of law may lead us as far as the streets to take to task the very government that is supposed to uphold the people’s rights. 

Integrity. If Rizal were alive today, he would expect from our leaders no less than full and unqualified commitment to integrity which is demanded by the constitutional mandate that a public office is a public trust. …

Zeal. Zeal is synonymous with passion. In his life, Rizal displayed this virtue through his many accomplishments and achievements in various fields of endeavor. In a nutshell, we can describe Rizal as an individual of diverse disciplines but a patriot of one passion - his country.

Altruism. …  the unselfish concern for the welfare of others. By …  offering his life for the Motherland, Rizal made the supreme sacrifice, the ultimate act of altruism. 

Leadership demands selfless sacrifice. As wisely pointed out by our new Supreme Commander, it demands that one must be a servant for others, or it must be servant - leadership. 
I have quoted just pieces of Sir Hilarion’s speech so I urge you  to read his speeches in their entirety. We are hopeful that Sir Hilarion’s stature as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court will give our Order of a much-needed boost of credibility. The prospects of reform and rejuvenation under Sir Hilarion’s watch are very bright indeed. We are in a state of euphoria.

The KRRM is the spearhead to reform the KOR. In you, Sir Hilarion should find a trusted ally. It is even more critical now that the KRRM remains vigilant because after the honeymoon with Sir Hilarion is over, who knows? Will it be back to business as usual or will the Order live up to its name under Sir Hilarion’s watch?He may have his illustrious reputation to carry out his agenda, but one man alone cannot do it. He needs our help. 

Thank you.
