Toronto Police Services Board Chair Alok Mukherjee:

‘Community had a role in police changes’

TORONTO – The community played a role in effecting police changes, according to Alok Mukherjee, Chair of the Toronto Police Services Board, speaking at the launch of two studies on the Filipino community held Thursday, July 12, at the Ontario Institute of Studies in Education.

Mukherje said that “once in a while in our community something happens” which  creates a huge impact, citing as an example “the manner of Jeffrey (Reodica’s) death” and the subsequent impact and community response.

There has been “a need to reflect” on what policing means, the relationship between the police and the community, including the role of human rights, anti-racism and equity in policing, he said.  He also mentioned a present emphasis on the way police relate to youth, citing the creation of a youth Advisory to the Police Chief Bill Blair.

Specifically, Mukherjee said that he had asked the Police Chief to respond to the Coroner’s inquest jury recommendations on the death of Jeffrey Reodica for accountability reasons.

As a result, Toronto Police Chief Bill Blair responded that four of the seven jury recommendations would be implemented, while the others will be looked into, resulting in changes the way police operate and relate to the community.

He added that they are “still in the process of changing the culture of our organization, to fit into the needs and expectations of the City of Toronto that is now very different from what it was 30 or 50 years ago.

The Police Services Board chair emphasized that these changes did not happen in a vacuum.

He acknowledged that “the role of the (Community) Alliance for Social Justice... the fight that you have consistently kept up, is essentially the reason why these changes have happened.”

He added:  “I want to acknowledge that and to thank you for keeping up the pressure.”

Mukherjee was speaking before a mixed audience that included the family of Jeffrey Reodica, Philippine Consul General Alejandro Mosquera, the president of the National Ethnic Press and Media Council of Canada Thomas Saras, president of the Philippine Press Club-Ontario (PPC-O) Tenny Soriano, representatives of CERIS (Joint Centre of Excellence for Research on Immigration and Settlement) - The Ontario Metropolis Centre; school board trustee Marlene Mogado; lawyers Kikelola Roach and Raffy Fabregas officers and members of the Community Alliance for Social Justice, academics, students, youth, City of Toronto staff, representatives of various community-based organizations, Amnesty International, and youths of member organizations of CASJ.
Earlier, Philippine Consul General Mosquera addressed the same audience, congratulating the authors and the organizers of the event. Sylvia Searles-Elam delivered the message of Toronto Mayor David Miller. Other speakers  were Edwin Mercurio, CASJ Chair; Ricky Caluen on behalf of PPC-O President Soriano. Mithi Esguerra, Chair of CASJ’s Youth Committee, delivered the youth’s response.  Robyn Reodica spoke on behalf of the Reodica family.  Authors Dr. Philip Kelly and Mila Astorga-Garcia spoke briefly about their paper, and Hermie Garcia delivered the cosing remarks.

Over 120 came to attend “Alay sa Kabataan,” (An Offering to Youth), the launching of the two studies on the Filipino community. The well-attended event was hosted by CERIS and co-sponsored by CASJ and PPC-O.

One of the studies, “The Road to Empowerment in the Flpino Community, Moving from Crisis to Community Capacity Building,” by Mila Astorga-Garcia, describes how a crisis in Toronto’s Filipino community stemming from the shooting death of 17-year old student Jeffrey Reodica, led to the creation of a strong movement that actively campaign for justice for Jeffrey, among other social justice issues.  

The other study, “Filipinos in Canada: Economic Dimensions of Immigration and Settlement,” by Dr. Philip Kelly, provides a numerical portrait of Filipino immigration and settlement, with a particular focus on economic dimensions of integration into canadian cities and labour markets.

Limited hard copies are available for sale at $10, part of proceeeds to go to CASJ’s youth projects.

