GMA, Lirio Vital cite MWF cultural, educational value for Filipinos in TO

TORONTO--President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has noted the role of Filipinos in Canada in preserving and, at the same time, propagating the rich cultural heritage of their land of birth, while they build niches and shine in their respective fields of social and economic endeavours in their host country.

President Arroyo cited the Philippine Arts and Cultural Experience (PACE) for putting up the Filipinos Making Waves Festival (MWF), although she expressed regrets for being unable to attend and grace the festival’s inaugural at the Harbourfront Centre from Aug. 17 to 19.

But the President “extends her best wishes for the success of the event,” said Malacanang’s Deputy Director General for Presidential Engagements and Appointments Secretary Marilou Frostrom in a June 13 letter to PACE president Ma. Teresa Torralba.

Frostrom hinted that the President had a busy schedule ahead of her in the oncoming months, attending to good governance and propelling the country to social development and economic growth.

Meanwhile, songstress Lirio Vital Arredondo lauded PACE’s efforts to “preserve our culture” and “educate our new generation, especially our children” on what is truly Filipino.

Lirio, alongside popular TV-movie actor and game show host Edu Manzano, is one of the topbill artists who will lend her vocal prowess in the MWF entertainment extravaganza.

In a message, Lirio said she is “so excited and very blessed” to be a part of the show, as she thanked the organizers for putting up the festival.

“We Filipinos need this kind of event to remind us all of who we really are in truth and in spirit,” Lirio said.

“You can take a person out of the country, but you can’t take the country out of the person. I cannot wait to see you all there in Toronto which is one of my favourite places to visit,” she added.

 Lirio, on July 7, did a show in Houston with Eddie Mesa and Ray Ann Fuentes.        
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