‘A Catalyst for Social and 

Institutional Change’

I wish to extend greetings and best wishes to everyone attending, “An Offering to Filipino Youth”.  It is with deep regret that I am unable to attend this evening’s event.

The launch of the two studies, “Filipinos in Canada: Economic Dimensions of Immigration and Settlement,” by Dr. Philip Kelly and “The Road to Empowerment in the Filipino Community: Moving from Crisis to Community Capacity Building,” by Mila Astorga-Garcia, marks an important milestone for the Filipino community and for our city.

The Filipino community has demonstrated that it is possible to turn an immense tragedy into a beacon of hope for a community and a catalyst for social and institutional change.

I believe that we each have the inherent ability to make a difference.  Creating an inclusive society means that we must ensure that everyone is treated with dignity and respect and has equitable opportunities to achieve their goals and dreams.

We have made great progress in Toronto over the past few years, but there is much more that must be done to address racism, discrimination, access to professions and fair and equitable treatment for every Toronto resident.

Dr. Martin Luther King, said, “The hope of a secure and livable world lies with disciplined nonconformists who are dedicated to justice, peace and brotherhood.”  He also said, “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”

Tonight’s event is a testament to your ongoing commitment to making our City a better place to live.

I look forward to working with you to achieve this goal.

Mayor David Miller

City of Toronto

