Mabuhay Festival at Metro Convention Centre

Salin  Lahi - A Musical  Extravaganza

By Ricardo J. S. Caluen

Finally, a musical revue with a professional touch---even if the cast includes little children.  Salin Lahi (loose translation: culture transfer) is yet another creative innovation that will make this year’s Mabuhay Festival on August 18th  truly memorable.

Three hundred years in the convent and 50 years in Hollywood.  That’s how the resultant Philippine culture in the post-war era had been described by one observer.  Thus, today’s Pinoy is a hybrid of sorts, they say.  But  Salin Lahi is not about the Pinoy’s oft-criticized propensity for gaya-gaya puto maya.  Rather, it is a recognition of the Pinoy’s gift for adaptability that in more trying times has proven helpful.  More importantly, the tight programming (you’ll hardly notice one hour had gone by) will showcase local talents that otherwise will remain largely unnoticed.

The cast will bring back memories of Bobby Gonzalez (Manila’s singing idol of the 60s) and the music of the Mabuhay Singers in well-choreographed numbers danced to popular tunes of the period.  Still from the same era, Richie Valens and Elvis Presley will be resurrected.   Regine Velasquez, Sampaguita and, yes, Imelda Papin, will be remembered in the contrasting genres they are known for. Nothing is impossible in this revue as when the tinikling will go in sync with “When You Give It Up”. It will be a face-off  between a rare funk by  Nonoy Zuniga and the more jumpy tunes of Van  Halen.  How the rap of Andrew E gets mixed up with the balagtasan portion is an exercise in poetic license, thanks to the artistic latitude allowed by Deo Moreno, chairman of the program committee. You really gotta watch this show.

Salin Lahi performers are an interesting mix of the very young....and those in various stages of youth: Alyssa Zamora,  Conrad Lim, Grace Rodriguez ((among the earliest winners of FCT Singing Idol), Jasmine  Elaine Ragual (10 years old and first placer, Culture Philippines of Ontario Filipino Singing Idol --Junior--2007 and St. Anne Brampton Idol 2007, member, Himig Pilipino --Junior-- Choral Ensemble; Brampton Music Theatre, JNS Productions--1st Runner-Up and Best Talent, Little Miss Philippines PIDC 2005); Zena Zagala (rock n’ roll is not dead to this grandma!), Glen Montera (12 years old; at age 6 won the King of Karaoke contest at Center Point Mall and at age 7 the first place award for Model and Talent Search Canada in Montreal; in 2003 won the Filipino Idol contest at Nathan Philips Square; appeared in some TV commercials and just finished a recording for the Toronto Catholic School Board Family Literacy collection); Candace Santos (at 13 is already getting raves for her passionate singing  and superb performance; had her first concert only last March); Roy Tugbang (12 years old; formally launched singing career in a successful solo concert last July 7); and Michael Magali (a veteran of many singing competitions in Toronto).

Title holders from Little Miss Philippines will prove they’ve got more than beauty to show for: Jasmine Gooljar (Little Miss Phils - PIDC ‘2007 and Miss Popularity); Mia Grace Mahinay (Little Miss Phils - PIDC ‘2007 1st runner up and Miss Photogenic); Camille Montes  (Little Miss Phils - PIDC ‘2007 2nd runner up and Miss Talent); April Joyce Bulangcao; Samantha Sunga (Little Miss Phils-PIDC  Miss Charming 2007); Vanessa Pouk; Maria Erika Sta Ana; and Angelica Acut.

More entertainment will be provided with the participation of Scott Brown (Mr. PIDC 2007), “Dancing to be  a Star” competitors Emilia and Fernando Gonzalvo/ Mel Bertocillo and Ron Andrade, and  the famed rondalla group of Fiesta Filipina.  Alexandria Zamora, Niko Manuba and Sarosh Daniel will be joining Alyssa Zamora in a fancy footwork demanded of a contemporized tinikling.

Also in the cast are: Frank Lloyd Meneses (a  9-year old who arrived in Toronto only last June but is already showing some artistic promise) and Lady Ester Rico  (this 87-year old member of Kababaihang Rizalista has a streak of Katherine Hepburn in her veins).

Maricel Legarde-Perez is the creator who breathes life into the production of Salin Lahi which she scripts and directs. Multi-talented, Maricel is very much at the height of her creative powers, whether as artiste, promoter (she is currently  the Events Planner/Coordinator of RVJ Productions, a production company promoting popular Filipino celebrity artists in live musical concert productions in North America), or producer. 

The grand prize winner of the 1988 Trinity College Philippines Student Pop Competition, Maricel brings to the Mabuhay Festival a wealth of experience and expertise borne by years of active involvement in the music scene. As a frontliner/vocalist of  two well-known showbands, Cheztones and Euterpe, Maricel has shared the same stage with such stars as Gary Valenciano, Sharon Cuneta, Regine Velasquez, Dina Bonnevie, Ai Ai De Las Alas, Jimmy Santos, The APO Hiking Society, and Randy Santiago, to name a few.

As a member of Cheztones Maricel. Guested in long-running Manila TV shows like Student Canteen and Penthouse Live! She has also recorded jingles in Manila and Singapore.  Prior to moving to North America, Maricel was the lead singer/vocalist for-again--Euterpe and Cheztones,  performing in five-star luxury hotel lounges throughout Asia-Pacific. In the USA, she performed at exclusive corporate functions in the State of Florida with prestigious bands like “Gino De Marco”, “Peter Moss Big Band, and “Swing City”.

In Canada, she goes onstage with “Blacksmith”, an all Filipino-Canadian band performing in various selected corporate and social functions in Montréal, Canada.  Maricel’s repertoire consists of a broad range of songs from contemporary Pop, Jazz, Broadway, to R & B and Standards. And, yes, Maricel will be performing at the Mabuhay Festival!

 Contributing additional creative inputs to the production are Sheila Canizares and  Kim Belen, choreographers.  Kim has proven his prowess in choreography and stage management having done successful pageants and concerts in Bangkok, Viantiane (Laos), Berlin, and major cities in Canada. He has won plum awards in many competitions that showcased his choreography.

 But if Salin Lahi takes artistic liberties in presenting another facet of Filipino culture, it is only because Fiesta Filipina and Culture Philippines of Ontario will ground the audience in our ancient and native culture expressed in the dance traditions of the various ethnic groups in the Philippines.

Fiesta Filipina, a much-sought after dance troupe that has performed in many international dance festivals,will duplicate  its trademark well-researched Philippine dances bearing the mark of 40 years of a proud history. Known for their fast-paced change of dance sequences, Fiesta Filipina dancers will take us around the archipelago  through dance suites from the Mountain provinces and Mindanao (Lumad and the Maranao) and folk dances like the Maria Clara.

The Mabuhay Festival is proud to host the maiden performance of CPO’s YAKAN, a dance collage depicting the life of this group of sea-fearing people that inhabit the island of Basilan and the offshore islands of the Zamboanga Peninsula.  The sea is an integral part of the daily lives of the Yakan.  Thus, their dance depicts the movement of the ocean through the sweeping and languid movements of the women and men traveling on their knees. Paunlay is a pre-nuptial dance performed by the bride and groom with their faces dotted with white paint to hide their identity from evil spirits. Then, an all-male dance of the clashing of shields will follow. In The Voyage, the stage opens with a Dance of The Wind, the backdrop of the story of the crossing of a Bornean Princess to Mindanao. The suite ends with Singkil.

The Harana portion will evoke memories of balmy summer nights in rural Philippines many, many moons ago.  Devoid of digitized entertainment provided by TV, a CD player, or the computer, guitar-bearing menfolk break the quiet of the countryside with love songs to woo beautiful maidens. 

Somewhere in Salin Lahi the children will be singing these lines from a musical: We’re all in this together/ Once we know/ That we are all stars/ And we see that We’re all in this together/And it shows/ When we stand /Hand in hand/ Make our dreams come true.

PIDC, organizer of the Mabuhay Festival, was forged by the dream of our community leaders to bring the Filipino community together, initially in the celebration of the declaration of Philippine Independence.  Its vision has since grown wider to include celebrating the Filipino himself.  And now, just bringing the community together is reason enough to celebrate. That had been the dream of the first generation of Filipino-Canadians. If cynicism and defeatism continue to reign in our hearts and minds, it looks like we’ll be joining in the chorus of our children: Make our dreams come true.
Mabuhay ang Pinoy!

Info: PIDC and PCCT have a few more booths available. Please call Minda - 416-621-4985 or Oswald - 416-299-6160.
