Usaping Migrante
By Jonathan Canchela
‘Beng-Beng’ Pailanan comes home

OFW from Iloilo  City died in Toronto, July 5, 2007

TORONTO --The remains of Elenita “Beng-Beng” Pailanan who died here July 5 has finally returned to her home in Barangay Sinikway, Lapuz in the district of La Paz, Iloilo City last July 17.  As the family grieves the loss of their sole breadwinner, interment is scheduled August 1.   

Siklab-Ontario thru its Friends of Elenita Pailanan Committee has been coordinating with the Pailanan family thru Elda “Bec-Bec” Dacuro, elder sister of the deceased, in order to help address their immediate needs.  In fact, an initial amount ($700.00) from a trust fund donated by friends, supporters and anonymous donors has already been sent directly to the Pailanan family last July 23.  

It has to be pointed out that the main reason for putting up the trust fund was to raise some amount for the family’s immediate needs especially arising from the loss of their main, if not sole breadwinner. Philippine Consular staff had told Siklab-Ontario that responsibility for the repatriation of Elenita’s remains was to be borne by the management of the work agency that brought her here from Hong Kong.  And Elenita’s remains arrived in the Philippines indeed through the efforts of the said agency.   

However, it is sad to note how the Philippine Consulate handled the issue.  The day after Elenita passed away, some of her close friends called up the Consulate for assistance on how they would bring back the dead body to the Philippines.  A Consular staff person just told them to “fundraise” themselves and seek help from Filipino organizations.  

Siklab-Ontario believes this kind of response f -rom Consular staff was tantamount to a refusal to give help to one of those whom the Philippine government considers a “modern heroes”.  Moreover, the government seems to be passing on the responsibility to private agencies and to Filipino migrants themselves. 

Recall once more that Elenita Pailanan was an active Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA) member (Card No. 06-190705-1512) until the time of her death.  Although the responsibility of repatriation was borne by the agency as mandated under the Migrant Workers Act of 1995, the Consular office has the responsibility of informing or providing guidance regarding steps to take under such circumstances, and especially so when no next of kin is immediately available to take charge. Further, Elenita’s OWWA certificate of membership indicates repatriation as one of the benefits due her. 

Now, with the help of Migrante-Iloilo, the Pailanan family has initiated the process of claiming Elenita’s benefits from OWWA.  Needed still are her medical records and the authentication of her death certificate.

Elenita Pailanan was the youngest in a brood of four.  Her father died years ago.  Her mother Linda, 60, has a heart ailment and is dependent on a minimal Social Security System (SSS) monthly pension.  Elenita left her family in 2005 to work in Hong Kong for economic survival.  She had dreams of affording her mother and a brother who suffers from illness in his spinal column, proper treatment in a hospital. In the long run, she had hoped to bring them to Canada.  With Elenita gone, what does the future hold for her family?
The Elenita Pailanan Fund (TD Canada Trust Acct. No. 19682 004 0617 5238312) is still open for those kindhearted individuals and groups who would like to support the Pailanan family.  For information, please contact: sol.pajadura@siklab.org (647-448-7030) or mail@siklab.org.
