Protests vs. rights abuses

held in 3 Canadian cities

On July 6, 2007 in a groundswell of support in three major cities across Canada, Filipinos and Canadians took to the streets and communities to call for an end to gross human rights violations in the Philippines.

As part of the National Day of Action for Human Rights in the Philippines, over 100 people across the country supported the call to stop state-sponsored terrorism in the Philippines and an end to Philippine President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo’s “dirty war” against opposition to her regime.  Protesters also called on the Canadian government to stop aid to the Arroyo regime and to instead re-direct its aid to human rights organizations striving to promote human rights and democracy in the Philippines.
The actions took a particular focus on the pending anti-terror law, the Human Security Act (HSA), which will take effect in the Philippines on July 15. Progressive organizations and individuals in the Philippines are warning that such a repressive piece of legislation will legitimize the mechanisms of state-sponsored terrorism.

Since Arroyo came to power in 2001, Karapatan (Alliance for the Advancement of People’s Rights) has documented 869 extra-judicial killings, 180 enforced disappearances and thousands more forcibly displaced by increasing militarization of communities.  

In Toronto, people handed out information leaflets in neighborhoods with high concentrations of Filipinos to raise awareness about the problematic HSA and the need for support from Filipinos and people in Canada.
In Montreal, protesters distributed leaflets in the heart of a well-known Filipino and immigrant neighborhood, encouraging the Filipino community to participate in the campaign for genuine human rights in the Philippines.

In Vancouver, protesters rallied outside the downtown offices of the Philippine Consul General. The action featured speakers from the Filipino community and organizations such as the Hospital Employees Union, Bus Riders’ Union, and the Association of Chinese Canadians for Equality and Solidarity Society who came out to support the action. A street theatre was held highlighting the potential threat Arroyo’s new HSA will have on human rights. Protesters distributed 200 copies of the national statement. Early in the day, a delegation from the Philippines-Canada Task Force on Human Rights hand delivered a letter to the Philippine Consul General urging the office to meet with concerned Filipinos and Canadians about the deteriorating state of human rights and democracy in the Philippines.

The Philippines-Canada Task Force on Human Rights plans to mark September in the Fall of 2007 as a “Month of Solidarity with the Filipino People.”
