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The Philippine Press Club-Ontario or PPCO,is honoured and privileged to be a partner in this launching of two seminal studies on the Filipino community in Canada.Making the event a tribute to the youth ,or “Alay “ in Pilipino language, is an overdue recognition of the leadership this sector has exhibited in advocating for the many causes of Filipino-Canadians.

As journalists, we rely heavily on research in developing and writing news stories and opinions.Research is a major basis of such journalistic pieces, the factual,if ethical,foundation of what we perceive and believe to be the  truth. Findings from well-researched studies such as what we are launching tonight lend credibility to our own reportage to the community.

It is in this light that we congratulate and thank Dr.kelly and Mila Garcia for their diligence and painstaking research work that resulted in the two studies. Dr.Kelly is no stranger to the Filipino community as he has at one time in the 1990s conducted a study in my hometown of Tanza, Cavite province. His work displeased some sectors, specially the politicians; but Philip completed his research with honesty and candidness. Surely, you will see this same trademark in his latest study “ Filipinos in Canada: Economic Dimensions of Immigration and Settlement “.

On the one hand, Mila Garcia is one of the hard-working members of the PPCO ,dedicated not only to he craft but also to the Filipino cause in general. But we all know that..her latest work, one among the volumes she must have written over decades of activism that started in the Philippines, “The Road to Empowerment in the Filipino Community : Moving from Crisis to Community capacity building “ is not only a chronicle of events that led to the founding of the Community Alliance for Social Justice-CASJ-of which she is a pillar. It is a testament to the community coming together.Sadly,it is also an ugly reminder that things are not right in our immediate community. CASJ was born in the aftermath of the shooting incident leading to the death of Jeffrey Reodica in the hands of the police.Thanks to the relentless pursuit for justice by organizations like CASJ, the policy and practices of the Special Investigations Unit (SIU) and the police in general will now undergo further review and scrutiny by their respective administrative bodies.

Now, to give justice to the labors of Dr.kelly and Ms.Garcia,I invite everybody to find time to read their work. I guess I should also echo what is in the minds of many of you gathered here tonight. Where do we go from here?

