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Some four years ago, I joined a mixed group of people and Filipino-Canadians in front of Queen’s Park in a rally to denounce the Police shooting of 17 year-old Jeffrey Reodica. 

As we waited for a delegation of youth and students from Jeffrey’s school, the news that the students  from the slain youth’s Scarborough campus were not coming due to the scare-mongering of a school official brought some comments from community leaders from other visible minority groups.

One comment I won’t forget and which spurred me to action was: “These Filipino youths have no future! If they don’t stand up for their rights now, their future will be bleak.”
As it turned out, it was the Filipino-Canadian youth who inspired us all and carried the banner of protest from the very beginning of the Justice for Jeffrey Campaign and inspired the advent of the Community Alliance for Social Justice, or CASJ.

Together with a small group of concerned individuals and leaders from our community we held weekly brainstorming sessions and sought ways to turn our communal grief into courage and inspiration to do something positive. The untimely death of young Jeffrey awakened the laid back Filipino community and it inspired us to undertake the healing process of community organizing, group action, social analysis, community capacity building and community empowerment. 

I thank my colleagues who stood with us during those long and seemingly endless nights of discussions frequently on an empty stomach. (Those were our younger days... of course, as a community organization.) On behalf of my CASJ colleagues,  let me express my gratitude to Dr. Philip Kelly and Mila Garcia for their wonderful research which clearly portray the socio-economic, political and cultural realities affecting our community. Their research helped explain what our community needs to do and what we can accomplish by building alliances, community outreach and in the process, empower our community.

I also wish to convey my gratitude to the Joint Centre for Excellence in Research and the Ontario Metropolis Centre in hosting this book launching, our co-sponsor The Philippine Press Club of Ontario, City and Provincial  Officials, community leaders, guests, the youth from different community organizations and all of you who were “young, once upon a time” like us for coming and joining us.

Those who have supported and assisted CASJ in these community undertakings should realize that their efforts and sacrifices were not in vain. CASJ and its allied organizations stand at a unique moment in history. The decisions we made today for our community, on behalf of social justice and our organizational efforts to insure our youth become leaders and active participants of our community and nation will shape their world tomorrow. 

The future belongs to our youth, to our children. Through our community efforts and undertakings such as these two studies, we insure that we leave behind a better future for our next generation. As a community alliance, this is our great challenge and our great opportunity. For this reason, I invite and encourage all of you to join us in this vision and journey of hope.
And, of course, as food for thought and action, we can all start by buying these two books of Dr. Kelly and Mila Garcia.
