U.S. House of Reps asks Japan 

to apologize to ‘comfort women’

The U.S. House of Representatives has asked the Japanese government to apologize for forcing thousands of  women to provide sex services to its soldiers during World War II, according to U.S. media covering the historic vote, Monday, July 30, 2007.

Reuter’s Washington Bureau reported that on a voice vote, “the House approved a non-binding resolution intended as a symbolic statement on the Japanese government’s role in forcing up to 200,000 ‚comfort women’ into a wartime brothel program starting in the 1930s.”

In a news report by Richard Cowan published on the news agency’s website, he had noted that “the vote marked a rare rebuke by Washington politicians of Washington’s closest ally in Asia.”

Mike Honda, the California Democrat who pushed the legislation through the House was quoted to have said after the historic vote:

“Today, the House will send a message to the government of Japan that it should deliver an official, unequivocal, unambiguous apology for the indignity the comfort women suffered,” he said.

The Japanese Embassy in Washington would not readily comment on the vote, preferring to leave this for Japanese officials in Tokyo, the report said.

Meanwhile, Canadian advocates for justice to comfort women are holding a press conference August 1st in Toronto to seek support towards the approval of a similar  House of Commons resolution in the Canadian Parliament.  Led by Alpha Toronto’s Dr. Joseph Wong and Flora Chong who were both in Washington for the historic vote, the press conference  will be held 11 a.m.  at the Korean Cultural Centre in Toronto.  Bern Jagunos will speak on the Philippine campaign at the event.

