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More often the first question I get asked by a fellow kababayan who I just met at a social event is “Where are you from back home?”  Then the next set of questions could very well be: “Have you been in Canada for many years now?  How long?  Have you finally become a Canadian Citizen too?”  

My fellow Filipinos, I consider myself one of the lucky ones, because in response to the last question, the answer I can give is “yes”.  While there are many of you who now hold that almighty “blue passport” of a Canadian citizen, there are many others who can only wish to be in our shoes.  Some have just arrived in Canada, while others have been here even longer than you or I have.  And unlike us, they remain here not knowing what their future holds for them and their families, because for one reason or another, they have taken a path of immigrating to Canada that is different from our own.  But their path to Canada often does not mean they do not deserve the opportunities we have.  Perhaps, in some cases, because of the sacrifices they have made to be here, they deserve the opportunities more than we do.

Kabayan, I must admit, I truly am one of the lucky ones.  I arrived on May 11, 1999 after being sponsored by my wife.  Soon after I entered the University of Toronto where in 2002, I graduated with a bachelor’s degree in English.  I then attended law school at Osgoode Hall Law School of York University.  In law school, I had the opportunity to work as a student in the Immigration Division of Parkdale Community Legal Services, and receive credits for my time there.  When I graduated from law school in June of 2005, I was awarded the Prize in immigration law, a prize that is awarded annually to the student who achieves high academic standing and demonstrates a keen interest in the area of Immigration Law.   After many years of toiling in academia here in Canada as a student, I have now achieved one of my lifelong dreams of becoming a lawyer.  I am presently employed as an Associate Lawyer with Mamann & Associates, a well-known immigration law firm in Toronto.

Despite establishing myself well in my new home of Canada, I have never forgotten about my ‘old’ home: the Philippines.  I have never lost touch with my roots, and my countrymen and women.  I have always lived by our national hero, Dr. Jose Rizal’s, words: Ang hindi marunong tumingin sa kaniyang pinaggalingan ay hindi makakarating sa kanyang pinaroroonan (loosely translated, “if you cannot see or accept where you are from, you will never get to where you are going”).  By working with Filipinos in Canada, I can achieve another lifelong dream: to use the knowledge, skills and experience I have gained in Canada in order to help other Filipinos in need, and who have not had as straight a path to immigrating to Canada as I have - hence my desire to work as an immigration lawyer, and my desire to work for the best immigration law firm in the country.

For the past two years Guidy Mamann, the senior lawyer of my firm, has been writing an immigration column that appears weekly in the Metro newspaper.  In his very first article he wrote:

Can you guess how many of the people riding with you on the subway might have been born in Canada and how many came here, or were brought here, from another country? Where are they going this morning, and what contribution are they about to make to Canadian society? How were they admitted to this country? Did they dutifully wait outside of Canada in an ever-growing line of intending immigrants for that precious Canadian immigrant visa to come? Or perhaps, did they come to Canada and invoke self-help by either entering the country illegally or remaining in Canada after their lawful status expired? How many do you suspect are in Canada illegally?
I am pleased to say that The Philippine Reporter will now be carrying Guidy Mamann’s column.  Guidy would love to hear from you. Why? Because like me, or even more so, he lives and breathes immigration. He was three-years-old when, in 1965, his father and mother brought him to Canada from Morocco.  His parents added two Canadian-born children to the mix and raised the five of them in Toronto. They were joined later by many, many relatives who joined in on the adventure of a lifetime. His father worked hard at making a living and mastering English, which he never spoke prior to coming here.

Forty-one years later, he is the senior lawyer of an immigration law firm that has developed a reputation for tenacity, creativity and hard work, of which I am proud to be a part.  As an associate lawyer with Mamann & Associates not only have I fulfilled my dream of being a lawyer, but I have also fulfilled my dream of working for the benefit of the people I hold dearly in my heart: my fellow Filipinos.  

Guidy has dedicated the past 19 years of his legal career specializing in immigration law, and I plan to do the same, placing special attention to the issues that affect Filipinos most.

In our personal and professional lives, we in the firm see many people who came here on essentially the same odyssey, some with nothing but bad memories, but who had a chance to build beautiful lives, families and flourishing businesses or careers.

Others, sadly, landed harder and squandered the opportunity by following a path of crime and deception, only to face arrest, detention or deportation by immigration authorities.

In this new column, Guidy and I want to hear more from the Filipino community in hopes of exploring with you not only the mechanics of immigration to Canada but also your stories of some of the people who are in the immigration news so that we can take a closer look at some of the policies which Canada has in place for handling the permanent or temporary settlement of foreigners, and in particular Filipinos, in our country.  
We look forward to receiving any questions or comments on immigration at philreporter@migration law.com  or  if you wish to ask your question in Tagalog, at rfabregas@migrationlaw.com.
