‘Canada must pressure Japanese 

gov’t on ‘comfort women’ issue

By Bern Jagunos

The United States House of Representatives calling on Japan to apologize for forcing thousands of women into sexual slavery is a small but significant victory in their struggle for justice. The Philippine Solidarity Group and Filipino communities in Canada in solidarity with Filipino sisters in the Philippines welcome this resolution which recognizes the responsibility of the Japan for the systematic raping and sexual assaults of these women by its agents. 

It is a shame that the Japanese Government continues to claim as it did in its ad in American newspapers  that the women were complicit in the crime committed against them. Shame on the Japanese Government for continuing to perpetrate this lie and victimize these women over and over again. This is tantamount to condoning the use of rape and sexual assaults as weapons in war and conflict. This is particularly troubling in view of the continuing widespread use of rape and sexual assaults by state agents as weapons in war and conflict. 

We call on the Canadian Government to join with other states in increasing the pressure on the Japanese government to issue an official apology and pay reparation to each women as quickly as possible. The surviving comfort women don’t have the luxury of time. Of the 174 Filipino comfort women who have come forward, more than 50 have passed away without receiving justice. We must not allow the surviving victims who are in their 80’s to suffer the same fate. 

Refusal to take responsibility for past atrocities signals a lack of commitment to ensure that these acts do not happen again. This message is deeply disturbing especially in light of the recent moves of the Japanese Government including the bill to remove the anti-war provision from its constitution. For Filipinos and other Asians, Japan’s anti-war constitutional provision is a promise never again to engage in military aggression. The erosion of Japan’s constitutional anti-war commitment and resurgence of Japanese militarism pose serious threat to peace in Asia. 

I would like to draw attention to the link between the resurgence of Japanese militarism to the war on terror. Japanese human rights advocates point that the change in the Japan’s peace constitution is an integral part of the strategy in the U.S.-led war on terror – to get Japan’s direct involvement in the war against terrorism. For Filipinos this is a great concern. The war on terror has led to the alarming deterioration of human rights in the Philippines and other countries in Asia. Since 2001, Philippine state agents have assassinated close to 900 human rights activists, lawyers, journalists, trade unionists, peasant leaders, even church workers under the guise of the war against terrorism. We strongly oppose the further escalation of the War on Terror. 

Philippine Solidarity groups and Filipino communities in Canada demand justice for the Filipino and other comfort women. We call on our Members of Parliament and the Government in Canada to take action to obtain redress for the crimes committed against them and ensure peace in the region. We call on the Members of the House of Commons to support and pass Motion 291.  

