‘Comfort women’ campaign 

gains  Canadian, int’l support

TORONTO--The Canadian community coalition working for justice for “comfort women” will bring to the Canadian Parliament surviving victims of sexual slavery from Korea, China, the Philippines, and the Netherlands in November this year.

This was revealed by Dr. Joseph Wong of Toronto-ALPHA, during a press conference following a roundtable with Jason Kenney, Secretary of State of the Canadian Conservative government last Aug. 8 in Toronto.     

Dr. Wong also mentioned this plan during the earlier press conference held Aug. 1 at the Korean Cultural  Centre in Toronto, following the historical approval of U.S. House Resolution 121 expressing that the government of Japan “should formally acknowledge, apologize and accept historical responsibility in a clear and unequivocal manner for its Imperial Armed Forces’ coercion of young women  into sexual slavery, known to the world as comfort women.”
 The Aug. 1 press conference was attended by NDP  MP Wayne Marston, LP MP Derek Lee, and representatives from the Korean, Filipino and   Chinese communities.

Other significant developments:

* Liberal Party Leader Stephane Dion issued a statement supporting the Canadian House of Commons motion calling for Japanese apology to World War II comfort women.

“The Liberal Party of Canada condemns Prime Minister Shinzo Abe for his March comments regarding Japanese military brothels and acknowledges the suffering of those women who were forced to serve as “comfort women” during the Second World War,” said Dion.

* In the Philippines, a resolution urging the Japanese government to formally acknowledge, apologize, and accept its responsibility for sexual slavery in World War II and compensate the victims was filed at the House of representatives Monday, Aug. 13, 2007.

“Following the step of the U.S. House of Representatives in passing Resolution 121, the Philippine government is demonstrating its earnest interest to help the Filipino comfort women achieve the justice they deserve and reclaim their dignity,” the Philippine Resolution 124 said.

* In The Netherlands, the Liberal VVD in Parliament wants Japan to formally apologize to all the women who were used as sex slaves by Japanese soldiers during WWII.

“The history of  the comfort women is known and has been proven.  It is scandalous that the Japanese governmnent still denies this history,” MP Hans van Baalen said on Wednesday, August 1, on the television programme Network.  

During the budget discussion this autumn, Van  Baalen, a member of the Dutch Parliament, will submit a motion demanding that Japan acknowledge and apologize for the abuse of the comfort women.

* The Toronto Star  issued an editorial in support of the comfort women, published Sunday, August 12, 2007.

The Editorial, read in part:

“The House of Commons should do the same (as the U.S. House of Representatives) by supporting a motion introduced earlier this year by New Democrat Olivia Chow, which publicly condemns Abe’s comments, urges Japan to issue a formal apology and offer compensation to the surviving victims. But while the NDP and the Liberals support it, the motion needs unanimity and the Conservatives have remained shamefully silent on this issue.

“A statement by Parliament would send an important message that Japan needs to make further amends over an episode that still scars generations later and marks a shameful period in its history.

“A formal apology from Japan to the surviving comfort women and those who died in despair is long overdue. The Conservative government must join the growing community mounting pressure on this valued ally to do so.”

