College of Holy Spirit  reunion in TO

The flyer stated: “Good times guaranteed. Lifetime memories promised”.  And the Toronto/ Canada Chapter of the College of the Holy Spirit North American Foundation (CHSNAF) delivered.

Rekindle the Spirit, Follow the Light, Toronto’s the site

CHSians from Canada, U.S.A. and as far as Switzerland and Manila heeded the call to join the reunion in Toronto.

The 4-day event commenced with a recollection at St. Basil’s Church and a pilgrimage to Marmora, Ontario on August 16, 2007.  The spiritual formation was followed by a 2-day conference held at the Toronto Metro Hall which saw the formation of the “G.A.S.-U.P” Movement --- the acronym for “Grateful Alumna Syndrome, United and Proud”.  After listening to the persuasive speeches of fellow alumnae from Manila, Dr. Fely Co-Young, Cynthia Lorenzo-Picazo, and Esther Jose-Capistrano, the conference managed to obtain pledges amounting to US$72,000 for the school --- in a mere 30 minutes!

The conference also reported on the success of the two CHS Gawad Kalinga (GK) villages where a total of US$90,000 had been raised.

Capping the event was the gala night dinner-dance at the Royal York Hotel where an overflow crowd danced the night away to the music of the Full House Band, reminisced old school days, compared parenting/grand-parenting notes, shared ailments/health strategies, and enjoyed a sumptuous dinner.   A surprise table of sweets surrounding a huge CHSNAF cake was served at midnight, extending the fun until 2 a.m.

The last day was spent on a trip to Niagara Falls with a cruise aboard the “Maid of the Mist”.

Remarked Lina Umali, the President of the Texas/SW USA Chapter: “I’ve been to all the previous reunions and I can say that this is by far the best!  Toronto, we salute you!”.

Kudos to the officers and members of the Toronto/Canada Chapter:  Yoly Lim, President; Elvie Tan, Melissa Unidad, Vice-Presidents; Malou Capistrano, Secretary;

Evelyn Ador-Dionisio, Cora Pilar, Treasurers; Maritess Lumanlan, Tess Morales, PRO’s; Beng Lorayes, Pixie Eleazar, Rose Pimentel, Dinnah Requiestas, Marite Acosta Zala, Jojo Bitanga, Members.

The following are incoming officers for the term 2008-2010:  Beng Lorayes, President,; Malou Capistrano, Pixie Eleazar, Vice-Presidents; Rose Pimentel, Secretary; Marite Acosta Zala, Patty Cebrero, Treasurers; Dinnah Requiestas, Maritess Lumanlan, PRO’s.

G.A.S - U.P. on November 17th
We are calling all CHSians (Mendiola, Tarlac and other areas) for us to get to know each other and tighten our network in the Spirit.  See and hear what is happening to our school.

Come and join your fellow CHSians at the Christmas party to be held on November 17th at Strate’s Banquet Hall in Etobicoke.  For more information, contact Malou Capistrano at (416) 897-0204, Beng Lorayes at benglorayes2@yahoo.com or Rose Pimentel at rosepim@hotmail.com.
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