NUJP leader meets with PPC-O

By Jojo Taduran

Ma. Salvacion  “Inday” L. Espina Varona, Editor-in-Chief of the Philippine Graphic magazine and chairperson of the Commission of the External Affairs, National Union of Journalists  in the Philippines, met the officers and members of the Philippine Press Club - Ontario headed by its’ president, Tenny Soriano last Oct. 4 at the Casa Manila restaurant on York Mills Rd. in Toronto.

Popularly known in the Philippines as “Inday Espina Varona”, she interacted well with the PPC-O officers and members on the issue of extra judicial killings Filipino journalists  in the countryside  and the human rights violations.

She is the winner of the 2007 Marshall McLuhan Fellowship  and the Jaime V. Ongpin Awards for Excellence in Investigative Journalism organized by the Center for Media Freedom and Responsibility (CMFR).

Inday won the award and fellowship based on her article “Leyte sea roils from rape of World War II  ships” that came out in the Philippine Graphic Magazine in October 2004.

Aside from advocating for the safety of journalists, Varona is also working on the protection of children and women. She is now spearheading a scholarship program intended for the children of slain journalists from elementary grades up to college level.

Varona is the daughter of seasoned journalist Rolando “Rolly” Espina who used to be connected with the pre-martial law Manila Chronicle and became editor of the post-martial law Evening Star. Her father is now writing a colum at the Visayan Daily Star  in Bacoold City. Her late mother, Dr. Lourdes L. Espina, was well-known among the medical practitioners in the Philippines.

She has just finished a tour of Canadian and U.S. cities giving talks on journalism and her journalistic writings in the Philippines.

