Reporter Managing Editor receives Human Rights/Social Justice Award from Ethnic Press Council
TORONTO-  The Philippine Reporter’s Mila Astorga-Garcia was honored with the Human Rights/Social Justice Award for 2007 by the National Ethnic Press and Media Council of Canada (NEPMCC), on the occasion of the annual Ethno Press and Media of Canada celebrations.

The Honourable David C. Onley, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, presented Garcia her award at the formal presentation ceremonies held Monday, Oct. 29, in the Lieutenant Governor’s Suite at Queen’s Park.  The Lieutenant Governor was assisted by Thomas S. Saras, president of NEPMCC.

Also honored at the award ceremonies were Toronto Mayor David Miller, and Don Wanagas, the City of Toronto’s Director for Communications, for their support of the ethnic press and media.

Twelve other individuals of various cultural backgrounds from all over Canada were presented awards in the Individuals category, while a dozen publishers, editors-in-chief, directors and producers of electronic media were awarded in the Journalism category.  Two were accorded lifetime achievements.

Garcia was recognized for her work as a committed journalist, writing for The Philippine Reporter where she is managing editor;  a researcher, and a community activist working on social justice issues in the Filipino and the greater ethnic community.  Specifically cited was the recent research study she had authored, titled, “The Road to Empowerment in the Filipino Community: Moving from Crisis to Community Capacity Building,” published by CERIS-The Ontario Metropolis Centre, in April 2007. 

This is the third time The Philippine Reporter was honored with prestigious awards by the NEPMCC.

The Philippine Reporter publisherHermie Garcia was honored with the “Best Editorial  and Design” Award in 2003.  Garcia again received  the“Best in Editorial and Visual Interpretation”  Award in September 2005,

The Philippine Reporter was described by the NEPMCC as “an institution in the Filipino Canadian community (that) has gained respect for its independence and courage to report on stories and issues other papers would rather ignore.”

Before migrating with her family to Canada, Mila Astorga-Garcia was a reporter with Business Day (now Business World), Southeast Asia’s first business daily, covering the foreign affairs beat.  She wrote for various national newspapers and magazines before that.  She co-edited the books Filipina I and Filipina II, the first anthology of Filipino women’s writings in English, with writers Marra Pl. Lanot and Lilia Quindoza. 
At present, Garcia works as Research Analyst in the area of strategic social policy at the City of Toronto.  She is also Research Director of the Community Alliance for Social Justice (CASJ), and is currently completing a CASJ collaborative research with Dr. Philip Kelly on labour market issues affecting the Filipino community in Canada.  The first part of this research, titled, “The Deprofessionalized Filipino,” which tackled the lack of access to professions and trades by Philippine-trained Filipinos in Canada, was presented in a workshop at the 10th International Metropolis in October 2005 in Toronto.

