Marlene Mogado, for School Trustee in Area 2, Markham
She is a long time community volunteer and civic leader. Now she wants to be voted in as School Trustee this coming election. Marlene Mogado is a candidate for Trustee of the Separate School Board in York Region serving Area 2 (Wards 4, 5, 7 and 8) in Markham.
“It is a natural progression. I was involved directly with school issues as a community volunteer and also as parent to a child schooled in the Catholic system. The Trustee position is more like a volunteer job these days. It would be a step for me, into decision-making for taxpayers,” said Marlene.
Marlene dealt with school concerns first hand when her daughter Linelle was in the system. Linelle studied at the Kateri Tekakwitha Elementary School, then St. Patrick Elementary School, and finally at the Brother Andre High School, all in Markham. She is now a lawyer in San Francisco (California).
Marlene was also a frequent participant and resource person in dialogues and forums on school concerns representing the Filipino community, and assisted parents in resolving adjustment issues their children had in the schools. Those grateful parents, having urged her to run for Trustee, now constitute her support group and electoral base. 

Multi-awarded and honored for her work with various community groups and different social justice causes, Marlene believes her background and experience will be invaluable assets to the job.

 Among her awards are: the “2004 YMCA Canada Peace Medallion” given in recognition of the “Peacemaking” offshoot from her lifetime of doing volunteer work; the “2004 Canadian Women’s Achievement Award” from the York Region “In Celebration of Women” Association, a region wide organization of women leaders dedicated to empowering and promoting the interest and welfare of women; and the “Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal for Community Service” awarded in 2002 by the York Region committee for her “outstanding volunteerism work.” 

Her community volunteer includes: as Chair of the Markham Town’s Race Relations Committee; CoChair of “Many Faces of Markham” MultiCommunity Variety Show, Literary and Arts Competition; as a founding member and CoChair of the Milliken Children’s Festival; Founding Director and Chair of the Markham Federation of Filipino Canadians; Member of the National Coalition of Canadian Filipino Associations; Member of the Markham Crime Prevention Committee; Member of the Milliken Mills Social Agency Network; and Director of the York Region-South Simcoe Training and Adjustment Board.

She was also President and Line Counselor of the York Region Women’s Sexual Assault HelpLine and OutReach Services; Member of the York Region District Health Council Planning Committee; Counselor at the York Region Abuse Program; Member of the York Region Community Services Council; and Counselor at the Markham Distress Center;

She was Interim Chair for the Justice for Reodica Community Coalition; currently is the Court Reporter for BALITA covering the Jeffrey Reodica inquest; and just recently was a Member of the Community Link Panel for the mainstream newspaper MARKHAM ECONOMIST and SUN.
She led in mobilizing a community-wide front to protest racist remarks from a Markham politician in 1995, then as CoChair of the Coalition of Concerned Canadians, she campaigned to bring the issue to international attention, until it was finally resolved.
She also CoChaired with BALITA Publisher/Editor Ruben Cusipag the Justice for Michael Santos Committee, and was a core member together with him and others in the Community Task Force to Stop the Racism Against Filipino Youths at the Scarboro Town Centre in 1994;

Initially a high school teacher, Marlene worked for 28 years at Bell Canada in the Finance and Operations Division; she served as Teacher with the Junior Achievement of Metro Toronto and York Region; and is now doing consulting work in strategic planning, labour research, community partnerships and diversity training.
A resident of Markham for 25 years, she lives with her husband Mogi and her mother at Old Markham Village. 

Area 2 in Markham is bounded in the south (Wards 8 and 7) by Steeles Ave E.; in the west by Don Mills Rd. (Ward 8 with a north boundary at 14th Ave.), McCowan Rd. up to 16th Ave in Ward 4 then Kennedy Rd. up to 19th Ave.; in the north by 19th Ave.; and in the east (Wards 5 and 7) by Reesor Rd. 
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