Rowena Santos for Toronto City Council, Ward 14, Parkdale/High Park
Leading candidate for Toronto City Council in Ward 14, Parkdale / High Park, Rowena Santos is an emerging executive and community leader gaining recognition for her capacity to negotiate and secure cross-sector support for social, environmental, and cultural initiatives. 
Currently serving as the Executive Director of EMAGINE, Rowena works with entrepreneurs, venture capitalists, small business owners, and start-up businesses to embed socially-responsible business practices into early stages of corporate growth. Her appointment to lead EMAGINE was earned through her success in growing Imagine Canada’s (formerly the Canadian Centre for Philanthropy) Caring Companies program to become the leading initiative of its kind in Canada. As the Program Manager for Corporate Citizenship, Rowena worked with the country’s top corporations to foster broad-based support for social responsibility. Over 10 years, this program has triggered more than $1 billion in community investment to help Canadians find jobs, protect the environment, support the visual and performing arts, and engage in healthier and more active lifestyles. Rowena has also held managerial roles with General Mills and the Ontario Energy Board. 

Rowena’s professional accomplishments have afforded her a unique perspective on how business, government, charities, and non-profits can work together to achieve their goals and enrich the quality of life for all Torontonians. She brings this outlook and her personal enthusiasm to her own volunteer work. Rowena chairs the Environmental Health Network and sits on the boards of the Native Women’s Resource Centre and the Centre for Global Research and Education on Environmental Health. She has founded several non-profits committed to creating opportunities for children and youth-at-risk, including Social Purpose and BAG’D: Boxers Against Guns and Drugs. Finally, she tutors Vietnamese students at St. Christopher House in Parkdale.

The eldest daughter of Filipino immigrants, Rowena grew up in Toronto in the neighbourhood surrounding Jane & Finch. She worked her way through school to gain acceptance to the prestigious Schulich School of Business. Upon graduating from Schulich with an Honours Bachelor degree in Business Administration, Rowena completed a Masters degree from the London School of Economics with a focus on environmentally sustainable business practices. With a black belt in Muay Thai and Taekwondo and as a certified fitness instructor, she enjoys an active lifestyle and can often be found cycling the streets of Toronto or biking through the trails in Algonquin Park with her partner, Federico Bonechi.  (www.rowenasantos.ca)
