‘Find the Culprit and 

Give Justice to Jocelyn’

By Juana Hangdaan

“It was a shocking news to the Filipinos, especially to the Ifugaos when the information was relayed in the papers and internet.  So much so that the big question WHY? Was a sigh from everyone who learned and know that Canada is one among the most beautiful and peaceful country ever known.  

Why did such thing happen in Canada? Why did it happen to a Filipina? Why did it happen to an Ifugao? Why and how did it happen to Jocelyn?  The answer to such questions was beyond our knowledge for even relatives of Jocelyn here in Canada can not give a hint of how and why such a horrible thing happened to our Jocelyn. 

It was so hard to accept the truth of her death and the kind of death she met, with her only 10 months stay in Canada. But when the brutally damaged body of Jocelyn arrived in the Philippines on Oct. 18, 2007, there and then did we finally realize that indeed Jocelyn was a victim of a cruel and abnormal act.  With clenched fists and gritted teeth, members of our family, relatives and friends and even outsiders cried to our God, why? What did Jocelyn do to deserve such a misfortune.  But thanks to Christianity that prevailed in our today’s world, that we were able to hold our emotions and feelings of anger and sympathy.

Only then did we resign to whatever happened to our Jocelyn’s life and instead we pleaded and prayed to our merciful God for five days and nights, that God will be the one to take vengeance for Jocelyn.  Otherwise to us Ifugaos, murder is an unforgivable act.  It is a tooth for a tooth or an eye for an eye.  It it were in the early days before Christianity came around, it would have been a different story. 

Nowadays most Ifugaos are being Christianized and we believe in God’s words where  He said “If anyone defiles you my children, come to me and I will take vengeance upon him who defiles you and I will protect you as my children for no one has the right to take your life not even to pluck a hair from your head.” We strongly believe that with this protection, God puts upon those in authorities the wisdom to do their duties and responsibilities to find and give justice to those victims of injustices like Jocelyn.
At this juncture, the bereaved family of Jocelyn and relatives hope and pray that as soon as possible the Canadian authorities concerned will do their best in their capacity to find the culprit and impose on him what is due and to give justice to Jocelyn.

In behalf of Jocelyn’s family we wish to thank everyone who in one way or another showed concern in her case.

(Delivered at the A Day of Remembrance on Nov. 4, 2007 at OPSEU.)
