Holiday Crime Prevention Tips
The holiday season is upon us and it can be a very busy time for shoppers as well as criminals. By following these suggestions from the Toronto Police Service you can help reduce the risk of becoming the victim of a crime.
• Make sure your home has the “lived in” look. Use appliance timers throughout your home to control indoor and outdoor  lights.

• Avoid carrying large amounts of cash. Consider the use of credit or debit cards to make your purchases. Remember to always shield your PIN number and make sure your cards are returned to you following the transaction.
• Ensure your handbag has a secure shoulder strap and keep your purse tightly closed at all times. Never leave a purse or wallet unattended - even for a moment.

• Don’t overburden yourself with parcels. Try to keep one arm free at all times. Frequent trips to and from the car will make this easier and your shopping more enjoyable.

• Place your purchases in the trunk out of the sight of thieves. If your vehicle is a hatchback,cover parcels with a blanket to keep them out of view.
• Park in a well-lit area of the parking lot and try to leave the store with a group of people. Always have your keys ready as you approach your vehicle and check the back seat before getting inside.

• If you are planning to be away over the holidays, have a friend or neighbour collect mail and flyers from your property and shovel the snow if necessary. Cancel the delivery of  all newspapers until your return.

• Empty cartons from expensive items such as televisions, computers and stereos should be broken down so that the writing is inside before placing them in the garbage. Don’t advertise to thieves that your home has these items inside.

• Lastly but most important be especially attentive with children in your care. Children can be quickly seperated from adults in large crowds.

By following these simple crime prevention measures you can help ensure that you and your family enjoy a safe and happy holiday season. 

(From Toronto Police Services News Releases)
