Safe Winter Driving
Winter has arrived and soon snow and colder weather will appear once again.  The first snow storm always brings an increase in accidents.  This is caused partly by changing road conditions and also the failure of drivers to change their driving habits for winter conditions. 
Before the next cold spell arrives, ensure your car is properly prepared.  Have your vehicle properly tuned and this should include checking the battery and starting systems. Replace old wiper blades and ensure your antifreeze can withstand cold winter temperatures.  Equip your car with a window scraper.  Have your exhaust system checked and if necessary replaced.  A faulty exhaust system can allow carbon monoxide gas to seep into your car.  With all the windows closed, this could cause drowsiness and result in an accident.  Consider leaving your window open slightly to allow fresh air inside.

If you travel the expressways, or travel out of town, it is recommended that the following items be stored in the trunk of your car in case you are stranded in a storm:

• a shovel

• sand, kitty litter or a mat can be used as traction aids

• battery booster cables

• blankets and warm clothing

• a “CALL POLICE” sign (attach to your window to encourage passing motorists to call for assistance)

• candles and matches to supply warmth inside your car if it will not start
• road flares

• non-perishable food items such as chocolate bars, granola bars, etc.

• snow tires

If your vehicle becomes disabled in a winter storm, remain with your car and wait for assistance to arrive.  Consider purchasing a cellular phone for use in emergency situations. The emergency number is 9-1-1 and help can be obtained in over 150 other languages (through the help of Language Line Services interpreters).  

Winter driving is a matter of preparation and common sense.  The posted speed limit may not be appropriate.  Adjust the speed of your vehicle to match road conditions.  Avoid sudden lane changes or panic braking which could cause your vehicle to skid and result in an accident.  Movement of cold air under bridges and overpasses results in early ice formation.  This can cause unsuspecting drivers to lose control.  Watch for yellow caution signs warning of this condition.
“Winter Driving - Always Be Prepared”    

 (From Toronto Police Services News Release)
