Buzzword - Responsible Mining
By Mel Catre

“Philippines is now open for business,” declared Ambassador Delia Domingo-Albert on her opening remarks at Metro Convention Centre, at the opening session of the convention of Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada. An estimated 13,000 delegates attended the conference.

She invited Canadian Mining Companies to invest in the Philippine Mining industry. “Finally,” she continued, the Supreme Court of the Philippines ruled in February that foreign companies can now own 100 percent of the shares and invest in mining now as opposed to 40 percent ownership earlier. With nine million hectares endowed with metallic minerals in the Philippines, there is no doubt the Philippines will once again enjoy the blessings of progress and wealth. In theory it sounds good and we should admire the movers of this initiative. The three branches of the  government showed their approval and contributions. Congress which passed the bill on Mining in 1995 that allowed 100 percent ownership, the President that organized all departments to focus on this project and the Supreme Court that finally ruled that indeed 100percent provision is constitutional. The problem is implementation. For example, TVI (Toronto Ventures Inc.) which is now operating a mine in Zamboanga has been accused by the indigenous people of destroying their sacred places. 

Mr. Horacio Ramos, from DENR, member of the Philippine delegation, replied during the meeting with the Filpino community at the Consulate, that by law, before any permit will be issued, an “Agreement” should first be obtained from the local indigenous people and that a royalty fee of 1 percent will be given to the people in return for their approval. 

Responsible mining is a must. Rights should be respected. Again, implementation and execution come into fore. As Atty Leo Dominguez pointed out, this is a tremendously complicated legal transaction that you need lawyers to sort it out. Leo is also a member of the delegation. All are well intentioned. We have laws and stack full of laws, but where is the “beef”. One should not pre-judge this initiative. At worst, we can project a wait-and-see attitude and at best we should help the government find investors. If everyone will do it, ultimately Philippines will become progressive. We noted the sincere interest of Con Gen Andy Mosquera and Consul Julio Torres in promoting this program. Enthusiasm is contagious.

Premier McGuinty is right

Ontario should get more money from Ottawa. On immigration, Ottawa sends back money to Quebec $3,806 per immigrant that settles in Quebec compared to $819 per immigrant that arrives in Toronto. Amazingly, Ontario gets 57percent of new immigrants in the country, in the last 3 years. In Ontario there is a need to promote and finance advance language training for newcomers. We also need services that help new comers get into the labour market. There should be financial assistance to Non-profit organizations engaged in helping immigrants get their  foreign earned degrees recognized. Is this Fair? We can empathize with the Premier on this issue. Ontario needs money to operate the hospitals and the government treasury was left with a deficit by the former Tory government. Last year Ontario gave to the federal government $23 billion . That is a lot of money. This move was echoed by toronto Board of Trade President and CEO Glen Grunwald. He thanked the Premier for taking on the crusade for a more equitable deal for Ontario. Ontario being the centre of business, if Ontario makes money, the rest of Canada will also enjoy the fruits of Ontario’s labour.

Note on divorce stats

StatsCan reports that divorce rate in Canada stood almost the same. The proportion of marriages expected to end in  divorce by the 30th year of marriage rose slightly to 38.3 percent in 2003 , up from 37.6 percent in 2002. The rate in Ontario was slightly below the national average wirh 37percent. The highest was in Quebec  with 49.7percent and the lowest was in Newfoundland with 17.1 percent.

The lesson we can learn  from this stats is that you must live in Newfoundland if you want your marriage in one piece, at least on your 1st to 30th year of marriage.  Roughest years for marriage? The peak time for splits comes in a 3 year mark. In 2003, 26.2 percent out of 1000 marriages broke up within the three years of marriage. Lesson we can learn: Be nice to your spouse,  at least within the first three years of your marriage.(no argument, always agree, try to be sweet, put up a smiling face every day, give money to your spouse and spoil your partner with gifts.tc "Buzzword - Responsible Mining"
