Human rights activists to speak in Montreal

MONTREAL–Canada’s harshest critics of the war on terrorism, Splitting the Sky (John Hill) Dacajeweiah, Professor Hari Sharma, and  lawyer Amina Sherazee, will speak in Montreal at the upcoming May 28 - 30, 2004 Laws, Labels, and Liberation conference. These prominent Canadian  human rights activists will speak on the impact of anti-terrorism laws on the right to national liberation and the future of human rights. 
 The gathering aims to examine the case of Professor Jose Maria Sison, a respected intellectual, poet and patriot from the Philippines who conference organizers say has been unjustly labelled a “terrorist” by the U.S., Dutch, European and Canadian governments. Professor Sison is currently taking up a precedent-setting legal challenge in the European Court of Justice to uphold his human rights under European and international human rights instruments. Since August 2002, an  international campaign, Defend Sison, has arisen to call for Professor  Sison’s de-listing and has gathered over 60,000 signatures. 
 Conference organizers also hope that through the panel speeches and  discussion, the global and political dimension of these anti-terrorism   laws will be illuminated. Ted Alcuitas, one of the conference organizers,   also pointed to the need to understand the implications of these laws for  Canadians. “We hope that this conference will be an opportunity for  Canadians to understand these laws in the context of the so-called ‘war on terrorism.’ With the U.S. occupation of Iraq coming under more intense  criticism from human rights activists, it is also important for us to see  the impact of these laws - which were pushed through in the wake of   September 11–on civil liberties, human rights and the right to national  liberation,” says Alcuitas. 

The conference will be held at Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM) from May 28 - 30, 2004. Aside from Canadian-based human rights activists, the conference will feature international speakers, workshops and cultural performances. 

For more information on the conference, go to the website  www.justiceforjoma.org.

For additional information or to arrange interviews, please contact: Vancouver–Ted Alcuitas, B.C. Committee for Human Rights in the Philippines, tel: 604.517.0029 (home), 604.215.1905 (BCCHRP office line); Montreal–Michelle Smith, Centre for Philippine Concerns,  tel: 514.842.4047;  Toronto–Ricky Esguerra, Philippine Network for Justice and Peace, tel: 416.418.1577 ,  email: justpeacenet@yahoo.ca ;  Ottawa– Aimee Beboso, Ontario Committee for Human Rights in the Philippines, email: ochrp@riseup.net.

Speaker Biographies 
• Splitting The Sky (John Hill) Dacajeweiah is a well-known, powerful pan-Indigenist activist from the Mohawk nation who was a political prisoner. From a background of orphanages and boarding schools,  Dacajeweiah emerged as a principal leader of the Attica rebellion at the  age of 19, and later became a major figure with the American Indian Movement. He will deliver a presentation on anti-terrorism laws  in Canadian society 
•  Professor Hari Sharma is an international speaker on social change and revolutionary movements in the Third World, with special emphasis on  South Asia. He is the Canadian representative to the International  Coordinating Committee of the International League of Peoples’ Struggle  (ILPS). He is  also the President of the South Asian Network for Secularism and Democracy (SANSAD) in Canada. 
• Amina Sherazee is an outspoken critic of anti-terrorist laws in Canada and a defender of many of the victims of the post 9-1-1 hysteria.  She works with a number of organizations, including Lawyers Against War,  the Muslim Canadian Congress, and the Canadian Arab Federation. She will  join a panel discussing anti-terrorism laws and it’s impacts on immigrants  and refugees. Her presentation will deliver a critical examination of  Canada in creating these anti-terrorism laws.

(PRESS RELEASE)
