Artists group to showcase new works June 8 to 26

TORONTO–The Philippine Artists Group of Canada will showcase its recent artworks at an annual art exhibition and the public is invited. It will be held on June 8 to 26, 2004 at the Neilson Park Creative Center at 56 Neilson Dr. in Etobicoke. 
Entitled “Pamanang Sining” to highlight its Filipino roots, this year’s show will feature exciting art pieces, fresh treatment and styles, new talents and a special guest artist.

The formal opening is on Sunday, June 13 at 2 pm.

Presented by the Consulate General of the Philippines, the show is in celebration of the declaration of Philippine Independence from its Spanish colonial masters made 106 years ago. 

As in previous years, the Philippine National Bank, Toronto Branch and its PNB Remittance Company is again the show sponsor.

Both ConGen Alejandro Mosquera and PNB Manager Manuel Arnaldo are the guests of honor at the opening. They will officiate at the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

“Pamanang Sining as the theme this year reflects on our bonds to the motherland. Our show is a tribute to our origins. Roughly translated it could mean ‘heritage in arts’ but as we use it here we want to say that we owe her our talents,” explained Toots Quiachon, PAG Vice President. “Are we patriotic and nationalistic? Yes. And proud that we are Filipinos, too,” he said.

Frank Tonido, a pioneer member and the PAG Exhibition Committee Chair, thinks the show “will be more exciting by far than the last one we had.” He describes the collection as a mixed variety, in the various media, and in different styles and treatments.

“The repertoire covers most and everything- from paintings to sculptures, landscapes, nudes to still-lifes, traditional oils and acrylics to water colours, realism to impressionism to abstractionism,” he said. He added that “they have never been shown to the public before. They are the best and finest in the creative expressions from each of our artist.”

The annual show is a partnership event to promote Philippine Arts conducted jointly by the Consulate and the PAG. Launched in 1989, it has since been augmented by the opening of the Philippine Consulate Gallery project that is now home to Philippine visual arts and the PAG.

The PAG has lined up three major exhibitions for 2004. Following the Neilson show, the second exhibition takes place on August 4 to 11 at the Toronto City Hall Rotunda in conjunction with PIDC’s Mabuhay! Philippines Toronto Summer Festival. 

Most ambitious on its plans is a signature show in the Philippines scheduled on September 24 to October 9. Co-presented by the Canadian Embassy and the Philippine Canadian Center, it will be held at the ArtSpace Galleria of the Glorietta Mall in Makati. A few selected and big name artists in the Philippines are being invited to join.
In a a joint statement from the Philshow organizing committee, co-chairs Romi Mananquil of PAG and PCC President Atty. Bayani Abesamis said they are now seeking local sponsors who wish for their advertisements to be circulated here, as well as in the Philippines. 

The PAG membership drive is also on-going. Artists in any level are encouraged to join the group “not only to be inspired to work on your skills within an arts family but also to take advantage of our supportive activities,” said Jhun Diamante, the PAG Webmaster and Membership Committee Chair. 
“We can add you in our website for the world to see. You can be an art celebrity overnight by joining our exhibitions,” he said. 
The participating members include: Jun Afable (Treasurer), Archie Cruzado, Frank Cruzet, Jhun Diamante, Art Professor Tony Doctor, Tony “Dunluna” Luna, Rol Lampitoc Sr., Rocille Lampitoc, Tony Leyco, Maripi Leynes, Romi Mananquil (President Emeritus), Omel Masalunga (Curator), Mogi Mogado (President), Frank Tonido, Joey Rollo (Scribe), and Toots Quiachon.

New members who are joining the exhibitions for the first time are: Rolly Abarilla, Fred Alinas, Nellie Bautista and Andy Valenton.
Dr. Nora Stephenson joins the exhibition this year as Special Guest Artist.                       (PRESS RELEASE)
