LETTER TO THE EDITOR
‘Not about spoon and fork’

“The Chronicle West End Edition Serving English [bold and italics mine] Montreal since 1925,” so states the banner head of the paper that broke the lunchroom discipline incident to the world. What was remarkable was that all reportage and reactions from the English-speaking press, including Philippine journals, are sourced directly from this chronicle, which historically holds an anti-French, anti-Québec bias. 

Unfortunately, no one has yet consulted the French language newspapers, “L’ambassade des Philippines à Ottawa n’a pas rappelé La Presse.”

Allison Lampert,  wrote in The Gazette on Monday, May 08, 2006, “According to a schoolboard source, Luc had been eating slowly that day. The lunch monitor warned him that there were only five minutes left to finish his meal. In response, Luc began shovelling food into his mouth, alternating with his spoon and his fork. He dribbled food and the other children laughed. That’s when he was moved to a different table.” I suspect the child forgot to mention this detail and stuck with the story he told his mother. “If she had told me something like this ... I would have reacted differently,” said his mother in the Lampert article, “Incident might have been a mistake.”

The incident may really not be about Luc using a fork and spoon to eat his lunch.

“Louise Aubin, membre du conseil d’établissement de l’école Mont-Royal et mère de deux enfants d’origine philippine fréquentant les écoles de la CSMB, s’est portée à la défense de la commission scolaire.  ‘Mes enfants sont nés aux Philippines et mangent de la façon traditionnelle philippine avec une fourchette et une cuillère. Cela fait quatre ans qu’ils fréquentent les écoles de la commission scolaire, et jamais, au grand jamais, ils n’ont été importunés à cause de cela’ a-t-elle indiqué.”  Le Dos De La Cuillère Manif devant l’ambassade canadienne de Manille, Tristan Péloquin, La Presse, 06 mai 2006.

It is interesting that while Filipinos, spurred by the English language article in the Chronicle, demonstrated in the Philippines over what may have been a mistake, the Filipino community in Toronto gathered in a demonstration to demand answers in the two-year old police killing of Jeffrey Reodica, a 17-year old Filipino immigrant.  That is the story from English Canada.  I find it shocking that the lunchroom drama is found to be more interesting by some in the Filipino community and not this real tragedy.

Tina Conlon
Toronto, 12 May 2006

