PETITION
Coalition of Concerned Canadians

Co-Chairs:   Voltaire de Leon, Dr. Ken Ng, Marlene Mogado

107 Fincham Ave. Markham, Ontario L3P 4E3

Tel. 905-472-0320      E-mail: mmogado@yahoo.ca  
‘Respecting Diversity

TO:  Commission Scoliare Marguerite Bourgeoys

We, the undersigned Concerned Canadians, are outraged at the ill-treatment of Luc Cagadoc, a Grade 2 student by officials at Ecole Lalande for eating with a fork and spoon in the Filipino tradition. 

As reported in Montreal’s The West Island Chronicle on April 19, 2006 and in the Toronto Star on May 6, 2006, a lunch monitor called the 7-year-old boy’s eating habits “disgusting.” After his mother complained to the school principal, she was told, “you are in Canada, here in Canada you should eat the way Canadians eat.”  Luc was moved to another table to sit by himself several times at lunch as a punishment for eating with a fork and spoon. “If your son eats like a pig he has to go to another table because this is the way we do it and how we’re going to do it every time,” the principal said when questioned by the boy’s mother. “Here this is not the manner in which we eat.” “I want them to eat intelligently at the table.” “I want them to eat correctly with respect for others who are eating with them. I have never seen somebody eat with spoon and a fork at the same time.” The same teacher asked whether Filipinos wash their hands before they eat.

Considering that Multiculturalism is a declared public policy in Canada, and that both Canada and Quebec subscribe to the Human Rights Code, we find the above actions discriminatory, oppressive and unjustifiable.
We believe that as a public institution, the school board is duty bound to uphold the laws of the land. Furthermore, being the place for learning, it should take the lead within its jurisdiction in showing and teaching respect to all citizens and appreciation for their cultures.

We respectfully urge you to demonstrate the following actions:

1. Publicly state the board position in respect of the Canadian Human Rights Code as expressed in the Constitution. 

2. Publicly declare that it doesn’t support the discriminatory actions that violate the Canadian Human Rights Code by its staff and employees.

3. Publicly uphold its respect for the dignity of the student and reject school discipline that degrades and humiliates students on the basis of their race and ethnicity. 

4. Publicly recognize the contributions Filipino Canadians have made and continue to make to Canada.

5. Publicly acknowledge that racial and cultural sensitivity training of teachers and school staff is a serious undertaking by school board officials.

Your action favoring this petition will help build a Canada that we all want - ruled by law, where every citizen is treated as equal in dignity and respect, and is therefore able to contribute his full potential in making this a great nation.
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