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TORONTO– Those who marched carried signs depicting 17-year-old Jeffrey Reodica’s tragic story. As the crowd traveled east along Queen St. West, megaphones prompted chanting: “No justice, no peace, no racist police!” “Youths of colour under attack, what do we do? Stand up, fight back!” 

And that’s exactly why Toronto citizens marched—to fight back.

On May 6, about 200 concerned community members rallied at Nathan Philips Square to march  a 10-minute walk to Toronto’s Coroners  Courts on Grosvenor St.  just north of College and Yonge streets. 
  After six months of campaigning and letter writing, a public inquiry into the death of Jeffrey Reodica was set for May 8. The march was organized to inform Toronto citizens and the Filipino-Canadian community about the hard-won inquiry, and to make sure all 86 seats in the courtroom will be filled everday during the estimated three-month investigation. 

The peace march marked Jeffrey’s would-be 19th birthday and for the Reodica family, the inquiry will let “the truth be known to the public finally,” said Joel Reodica, Jeffrey’s older brother. 

Although courtroom seats will be filled with family, friends and media, it was Jeffrey’s graduation seat that remained empty. 

At Jean Vanier Catholic Secondary School in Scarborough, where Jeffrey was known by his many friends as funny, outgoing and a good student, an empty spot was left for him at commencement. 

“It’s a living nightmare,” said Robyn Reodica outside the Coroners Courts where the march ended. “We’re left to deal with it,” she said.   

Robyn, the eldest of the Reodica children, was one of many speakers telling Jeffrey’s story and pushing the need for justice and transparency during the inquiry.

Kikelola Roach, a lawyer representing the Community Alliance for Social Justice (CASJ), an organization with intervenor standing at the inquiry, stressed the need to “demand answers and accountability” during the investigation. 

  “We know that our court systems don’t work…perfectly,” Roach said. The courts “work better if people are watching,” she said. 

  Roach applauded the Reodica family in their creative efforts to publicize Jeffrey’s unjust death and she urged those gathered at the rally  to “mobilize against anti-Filipino racism.” 

 Michael Leitold, an articling law student also representing CASJ, said that the inquiry  is not conducted to find blame, but “to draft recommend-ations,” and to try and find ways to prevent this type of death from happening again, he said. 
The crowd urged Jeffrey’s mother Flora to speak and when she finally did she spoke about her feelings on the Special Investiga-tions Unit, Toronto Police and Canada.  

“Before Jeffrey was shot I thought Canada was a great country,” she said. “When Jeff died my thoughts changed, he was executed…for what, for what?”

 At an ironic moment during  her speech Flora told the crowd that two days after Jeffrey was shot by plainclothes police officer Dan Belanger, the Toronto Police Association called the Reodica’s house to ask for donations. 

The inquest, which is open to the public, will take place daily Monday to Friday. A series of witnesses of witnesses will be called and will reveal evidence of and other matters relevant to the circumstances of Jeffrey’s death. 

The jury is then asked to answer five questions: who was the deceased and how, where, when and by what means did the deceased die. 

This intensive process will not come cheap to the Reodica family.

One month of legal fees will cost the approximately $100,000. That’s an estimated total of $300,000, as the process could take more than two months. “We are just normal working people,” Flora said, “we did not ask for this.” 

As the Reodica’s struggle to pay these fees, “the Police Association will pay for Belanger’s legal costs of four lawyers,” Flora said. 

A constant theme during the rally was corruption within the Special Investigations Unit that is supposed to be a body independent of Toronto police.

The SIU investigates circumstances involving police and civilians which have resulted in serious injury or death. Currently, the director of the SIU is James Cornish, a former Crown attorney

“Disband the SIU,” Flora said. “Put in civilian members.”
