Silayan marks 35th year 
with art, culture, dance
TORONTO– Culminating in a gala dinner dance later in the evening, the Silayan Community Centre (SCC) mounted a day full of activities which highlighted Filipino culture and Silayan’s contribution to the social fabric of Toronto. It began in the afternoon with a Filipino arts exhibit, a media session for the press and public with information booths from local community groups and businesses, and then there was an evening cultural dance showcasing heritage dancers and finally a gala dinner dance. There were appearances from Hon. George Smitherman, Hon. John Tory, Hon. Federal Senator Di Nino, the cultural Officer of the Philippine Consulate, Jocelyn Morales and other notable leaders from the community who all expressed their congratulations and well wishes.
Afternoon of art and information
In collaboration with the Philippine Artists Group of Canada, the afternoon featured original artwork from established and amateur artists from the Philippines and local participants including SCC’s New Horizon’s ‘Learn & Share’ seniors group. There was a media session where Willie Nabus (President of SCC) outlined SCC’s historical significance and contributions plus discussions on ‘accreditation/equivalency of Filipino professionals’, ‘live-in care workers issues’ and relevant social justice issues. Representatives for the Filipino Hotel Workers, Leytenos Relief Fund were also present to discuss their concerns. Information booths were set up for local community organizations and businesses.

Evening of culture and dance
The evening was highlighted by exciting performances from dance groups representing some of the many ethnic influences that have helped shape the Philippines’ cultural mosaic. The dance groups included: the graceful Chinese Lotus Arts group, the BIBAK group representing the Northern islands, Folklorico Filipino group representing the Southern island of Mindanao, the Silayan Seniors and the Rizalistas Women’s group with their take on the Spanish influences and finally there was an interpretation of a Polynesian dance from the all-male group Ote’a Tane. There were special greetings from honoured guests and awards presentations were given to valued volunteers and community representatives interspersed during the performances. During the evening, the Hon. George Smitherman made a pledge of $500 to SCC as a gesture of goodwill and encouragement for community involvement. As a tribute to the Filipino’s zeal for Spanish influences, there was a special Rigodon de Honor ball dance performance by representatives from various Filipino-Canadian organizations. During the evening, a special commemorative souvenir booklet (with well-wishes from Prime Minster Stephen Harper, Mayor David Miller, Hon. Tony Clement, Ambassador Jose Brilliantes and other notable political and community leaders) were sold, plus a special ‘ribbon magnate’ was sold to help raise funds for Silayan and Leytenos Relief.

Salamat po
Beaming with pride, the current President of Silayan said “Our anniversary was a rare opportunity to highlight the history of this much-needed organization.  We hope to demonstrate to the community members our readiness and commitment to continued service. On behalf of SCC, I would like to thank all the participants involved in making this day a memorable and successful event, namely the tireless and dedicated volunteers who have made SCC a success all these years. I would like to acknowledge the past Presidents and board members who have helped shape SCC’s direction over the years. Thank you to the HRSDC for making the event possible especially with production of the senior’s information booklet. To the honoured guests and dance participants mentioned here, to Filipino media, to the souvenir booklet advertising donors and to the friends and family who attended that evening… salamat po!”

The Silayan Community Centre [est. 1969] in Toronto offers: new immigrant support in areas of settlement, employment and housing; referral, counselling and legal services for families; skills training, and peronal development classes; educational/advocacy workshops; heritage, language & cultural appreciation classes and events; drop-in programs for children/youth, seniors, single-parents, LGBT persons, domestic workers and other social groups from the Filipino-Canadian community. SCC is a non-political, non-profit, non-sectarian, volunteer-based service agency primarily serving the needs of the Toronto-Rosedale area citizens.

For more information please contact Willie Nabus at the Silayan office at 240 Wellesley Street East, Sub-basement level 2, Toronto, Ontario, M4X 1G5; Tel: 416.926.9505; Fax: 416.926.0600; Email: willie.filmission@gmail.com.
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