Toronto Seniors’ Forum

sets regional meetings
By Jojo Taduran

The Toronto Seniors’ Forum is continuously undertaking regional meetings in the City of Toronto in order to promote the ideals, visions, and missions of the organization for the benefit of the elderly who have been left out for many years. 

The 30 members of the Toronto Seniors’ Forum are inviting all seniors in Toronto to attend the remaning regional meetings set up by the group in coordination with the Community Resources Unit of the City Government of Toronto. 

The Toronto Seniors’ Forum (TSF) was formed on October, 2004 with the objective of facilitating the civic engagement of seniors in Toronto. The forum is working hard to make sure that Toronto meet its   commitments in ensuring that all its services are equitably provided to all seniors living in Toronto. 

The TSF is composed of Toronto residents with the ages of 60 and above its particular attention is to  seniors whose voices have been less often heard or unheard or “ignored.” 

In fact, the Toronto Seniors’ Forum gives feedback to the City staff and politicians on which city services are working and which are not, from their perspective on behalf of nearly 500,000 seniors who live in Toronto. 

Sometime in April 2005, five areas of priority were identified by the Toronto Seniors’ Forum: 

• Housing and accomodation/long term care; 

•  Seniors’ financial resources/cost/fees/access issues; 

• Individual health environment, community, and culturally sensitive services; 

•  Safety, security, and legal protection; and 

• Participation and leadership advocacy. 

The Toronto Seniors’ Forum developed a program model for advocacy and training for seniors and applied to the New Horizons grant program of the Federal Government in September 2005 for funding for a project entiled Toronto Seniors’ Forum: Making Things Happen. 

The Toronto Seniors’ Forum is calling all the seniors organizations in the City of Toronto for help in getting out to the elderly for the forthcoming regional meetings this month. 

In fact one of the regional meetings was held at the Council Chambers of the North Civic Center, 3100 Yonge Street, last May 11. 

The are still three remaning regional meetings scheduled by the Toronto Seniors’ Forum this month in different parts of the City of Toronto which include: 

•  May 17, Wednesday, Etobicoke Civic Center, 399 The Westmall, Council Chambers, 1:30 P.M.-3:30 P.M.; 

•  May 25, Thursday, Scarborough Civic Center, 150 Borough Drive, Council Chambers, 1:30 P.M.-3:30 P.M.[ 

• May 31, Wednesday, East York Civic Center, Council Chambers, 1:30-3:30 P.M. 

All seniors throughout the City of Toronto are invited to get in touch with the Toronto Seniors’ Forum for more information at 416-392-8630 with email address torontoseniorsforum@toronto.ca or call Neville Gordon at 416-284-7404 with email  charles.gordon043@sympatico.ca.

Toronto Seniors’ Forum is also undertaking the York Advocacy Training Project on June 15, Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.. at York Civic Centre, Council Chambers, 2700 Eglinton Ave. West. 

Mayoral All-Candiates Meeting will be held on October 25, 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. at Native Canadian Centre of Toronto, 16 Spadina Road, Toronto West (beside Spadina TTC Subway.
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