Pistahan sa Toronto
By Aida E. D’Orazio

The sizzling weather during the Pistahan Sa Toronto was definitely no spirit damper to Filipinos. The forecast was 33 degrees Celsius with a humidity index of 40 degrees.  Add to it the possibility of a thunderstorm.

Yet, the hordes of people that attended the Pistahan on the two-day Philippine Independence Day celebration, June 11 and June 2, were undeterred.  They trekked in, dressed appropriately for the heat wave - armed with umbrellas, hats, sunglasses and fans, and thoroughly enjoyed the shows, the food and just being with Pinoys.  Clearly, the Pistahan is, as always, the year’s largest gathering of Filipinos hereabouts.

No wonder the politicos were visibly mingling with the crowd.  Looking quite dashing and impressive was Progressive Conservative leader John Tory dressed in barong tagalog.  Also notably present, along with guest speaker Consul General Alejandro Mosquera, were Toronto Mayor David Miller, Senator Vivienne Poy, Councilor Pam O’Connell and Constable Doug Ord, who all gave speeches.

The program started off promptly and resumed smoothly the next day, thanks to chairpersons Wendy Arena, Minda Longkines, Efren de Villa and Belle Tumbokon, the FCT Chairman, President and Board of Directors, as well as the judges, emcees, tabulators, the many committees and volunteers who manned the booths, sold t-shirts and drinks, chopped and distributed the lechon and other countless chores with admirable bayanihan spirit.

Kick-starting the celebration was the colourful parade of different associations, led by the Philippine Heritage Band and tailed at the end by the Ati-Atihan. It didn’t take long for Nathan Phillips Square to fill up with a multitude of festive people.  They lined up for the halo-halo, the sago drink and native food; queued up for the free lechon; excitedly chased freebies thrown into the crowd by the Forex ‘Kwarta o Kahon show; madly cheered for the Filipino Singing Idols, the guest stars, the female impersonators and their favourite dance groups, as well as crowded the knickknack stalls for souvenirs and trinkets.  

The performers up stage didn’t fail to provide what the crowd came for - great entertainment! The first day presentations came from the Hawaiian Pacific Dancers, Markado Group hip-hop dancers, Golden Dancers, Jun de Leon’s group of martial arts demonstrations, Brown Sugar Babes, Kababaihang Rizalista, rap singer Cola, Dakila Group with rap singer Maynard San, Culture Philippines, AZN Flava hip hop dancers, Glow and Cheeky hip-hop dancers and singer Candace Santos, Folklorico Filipino Canada, Admit One, Berlaine Gambino, Tony Furto’s female impersonators, and Harana by Manny Abraham, Paul Arena, Grace Rodrigues and Odie Arena.  The bands were Angel Heads, Black Paranoia with Jay de los Santos and Uniqual with Michael Bernardo.  

The second day presentations, emceed by Kaye Peñaflor, were performed by Brittany Reginalde, Footloose hip-hop dancers, Jun de Leon’s martial arts group, Forex - Kwarta o Kahon game show with Aiza Seguerra’s guest appearance, Romeo Lagat - Ang Pagbabalik - a poem, Radio Dak hip hop dancers, Brown Sugar, Hawaiian Pacific Group - Cheng Costa, Darius Ciria and Manny Bade, Fiesta Filipina Dance Company, Mikey Bustos, Lilac Caña, Michael Magali, Manny Abraham and Grace Rodrigues.  Bands were Black Paranoia, Caught in Action and Lakbay Diwa with Bernie.
Of course, the highlight of the second day celebration was the 2005 Filipino Singing Idol Competition, ably emceed by Grace Rodrigues and Cookie Simpao.  

Chaired by Perla Andres, the panel of judges, composed of Charity O. Chan, Tita Evidente, Ruby Tiburcio, Omen Masalunga, Gina Patricio and Mikey Bustos, finally picked the 2005 Filipino Singing Idols (as tabulated by three AFCA certified accountants headed by Julito Longkines), namely: AUDREY BUSHEL (Category 1), THEODORE MARASIGAN (Category 2) and MIKE ALFAJORA (Category 3).

Runners-up are: Category 1 - Janelle Mae Berte (2nd) and Stephanie Dimapilis (3rd); Category 2 - Ken de los Santos (2nd) and Charleston Stella (3rd); Category 3 - Joel Edades (2nd) and Bobbikins Reyes (3rd).
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